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Mayor of D.C. Hosts Student 
Journalism Panel

Tuition for 2017-2018 
Academic Year Increases

See Tuition Increase,  page 3

By Angelica Sisson
Tower Staff

See Mayor Responds to New Administration,  page 4

Students at the 
Catholic University 
of America will pay 
a 3.6% increase in 
tuition, room, board 
and fees for the 2017-
2018 academic school 
year. For most of 
the undergraduate 
programs, the tuition 
will be $43,300. The 
3.6% increase was 
approved by the 
University’s Board of 
Trustees.

Last year in 
April, the Board 
of Trustees raised 
tuition, room, board 
and student fees 
for the 2016-2017 
academic year by 3.8% 
in comparison to the 
2017-2018 academic 
year’s 3.6% in-crease. 
The increase for the 
2016-2017 school 
year was enacted in 
order to expand and 
renovate the school’s 
campus infrastructure 
as well as modernize 
classrooms. 

G a r v e y 
addressed financial 
concerns as well as 
impacts regarding 
the increased tui-tion 
and costs in a letter 
sent January 27th, 
that announced  the 
increase to the home 
address of students’ 
parents.

“I know that 
even a small increase 
in cost can have 
an impact on our 
families,” Garvey 
wrote in the letter. 
“Our senior leadership 
team works hard at 
carefully stewarding 
your tuition dollars, 
and we have a 
dedicated staff ready 
to help answer any 
questions you might 
have.”

S t u d e n t s 
on campus have 
expressed financial 
concerns for their 
university colleagues.

“I am very 
pleased that the 
u n i v e r s i t y 

is expanding its 
academic program 
and starting new 
projects for the 
benefit of everyone, 
but, ironically, they 
are doing so at the 
expense of their stu-
dents, who already 
are struggling with 
the current tuition,” 
said sophomore 
philosophy major Jer-
ry Santiago. 

“I, personally, 
am blessed that 
I have sufficient 
financial support 
that the increase is 
not an immediate 
complication, but I 
cannot say the same 
for many of my peers, 
whose entire college 
life may be affected 
by this increase. I have 
seen a good number 
of my friends leave 
the university because 
they cannot “afford 
to stay anymore” and 
I fear the same may 
happen next year.”

By Duane Paul Murphy
Tower Staff

Founded in 1922

As part of National School Choice Week last 
month Washington D.C. Mayor, Muriel Bowser, 
hosted a student journalism panel featuring 
students from the D.C. universities and high 
schools. The event was forty-five minutes long and 
broadcast on a local  channel dedicated to public 
interest stories.

The college journalists in attendance were 
from Trinity Washington University, George 
Washington University, Georgetown University, 
Howard University and Catholic University. All 
students were given the chance to ask one question 
of the Mayor and then the floor was opened to 
discuss a variety of topics as Mayor Bowser fielded 
questions on a variety of topics.

“Gang’s all here, what’s on your mind?” 
Was the opening line given from Mayor Bowser to 
the fifteen students, multiple members of her staff, 
and other press members from D.C. circuits.

The first question, and many following, 
centered on how the D.C. government and 
universities are reacting to the Executive Order 
President Trump signed last Friday banning seven 
countries from immigration to America.

The  representative from Trinity Washington 

University asked Bowser 
what it meant for D.C. to be a 
“sanctuary city.”

“Here in Washington 
nobody should be concerned 
about calling the government,” 
said Bowser. “Washington is 
a safe and inclusive city so if 
you’re a D.C. resident and you 
need police services, medical 
services or you need to enroll 
your child in a school there’s 
no police officer or person in 
the government who’s going to 
ask you to show documents.”

The student asked a follow-up question 
about whether the recent Executive Order would 
have any unique effects on D.C. since the city has 
limited power due to its lack of statehood.

Mayor Bowser began her answer by saying 
that there was still a lot left for the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to clarify regarding the 
Executive Order.

“I think many of us in leadership will be 
sure to make the Secretary of Homeland Security 

understand how important it is in cities that 
everybody be able to call the government for help,” 
Bowser said.

A student from Georgetown University 
brought up the fact that many D.C. students 
are not from the surrounding area and are only 
temporary members of the D.C. community. She 
then questioned the Mayor on what the transient 

Alex huntley, Tower staff
Side view of the basilica

Courtesy of Mayor Bowser’s Twitter
Students gather to ask the mayor questions
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Come Write For The Tower!

We meet at 8 pm every Sunday in Pryz room 103!

For More information, email the editor: 
asisson@cuatower.com

Tower Speed Date With
 Alex Huntley, 

Managing Editor

Dunkin Donuts order?
One word: Starbucks.

What’s your favorite D.C. restaraunt?
Tonic in Foggy Bottom.

Why did you join The Tower?
I wanted the ability to work with photography 

and graphs. 

Pryz hack?
Veggie Chili Cheese Fries.

Favorite Netflix show to binge?
The 100.

If you could un-invent one thing what would it be?
I would uninvent the atomic bomb!

What’s your favorite club on campus besides The 
Tower?

CUAllies. 

Are you single and ready to mingle?
Check out my profile imcoolerthanyou.com.

The Politics Corner
Duane Paul Murphy, Tower Staff

	 President Trump’s nominee for Secretary of 
Education, Betsy DeVos, was confirmed in the 
Senate on Tuesday. Her nomination passed by 
a slim margin, requiring an historic vote from 
Vice President Pence, the first Vice President 
to have to break a tie in a cabinet confirmation 
hearing. 
	 A prominent Republican businesswoman 
and philanthropist, as well as a contributor 
to the Trump Campaign, DeVos’s nomination 
was mired in controversy. Critics of Secretary 
DeVos cite her support for school choice pro-
grams and charter schools as particular points 
of contention.
	 At Catholic University, many students took 
to social media to express their opinion on 
Secretary DeVos and the future of education in 
the United States. 
	 “Growing up in public education, I idol-
ized my teachers,” said Sophomore English 
and Drama double major Christopher Doyle. 
“They brought me into the real world with 
nuanced but realistic expectations. To say that 
the public education system succeeded for me 
would be an understatement. In fact, I doubt 
I would be where I am today without it. That 
being said, by electing Betsy Devos as Secretary 
of Education, the Senate has decided that pri-
vate schools, often for-profit, should have more 
sway on the youth of America. Instead of cre-
ating a safe environment in all public schools 
through more stable funding and academics, 
the Trump administration and the GOP have 
decided to allow corporate interests, once again, 
rule the American way of life. While I make no 
pretensions about the role of lobbying on the 
Democratic side, this Devos as the confirmed 
appointee is the most outrageous affront to the 
public education system. The youth of America 
deserve better.”
	 James T. Warburton, a Senior International 
Economics and Finance Honors Major, tells us 

that  “Regardless of liberal pomposity on the 
matter, the most relevant consideration in the 
appointment and confirmation of Sec. Betsy 
DeVos, the new head of our ailing Department 
of Education, is her forceful defense of reli-
gious, otherwise private, and genuine quality 
education for all prospective pupils. Her school 
choice voucher program will ensure greater 
access and quality, through competition, of our 
faltering, and by many metrics, failing, educa-
tional system.” 
	 Others are concerned of hyper partisanship 
in the chamber.
	 “Politics aside, it is crazy that the Vice 
President, for the first time ever, has had to 
vote for a cabinet position in order to break a 
tie,” said sophomore economics major Abby 
Fitzgerald. “When a cabinet member does not 
get passed by a single Democrat, as well as 
two Republicans, people should be seriously 
alarmed. Why is no one in the Democratic party 
able to see this cabinet member succeeding? 
What does it say about our country’s political 
climate when our two major political parties 
cannot coincide and agree that a person has the 
right intensions while serving our country?”
	 Trump’s cabinet grew even further this week 
with the confirmation of Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions on Wednesday. Stay tuned to the 
Politics Corner for future updates!

Crime 
Blotter2/3  /17  -  2/6/17

When: 2/6/17
Where: Shahan Hall
What: Theft II From Auto. At 1945 hours, C-1 reported to DPS she stated he locked his bike 
with a cable lock. Upon his return the bike was missing. MPD was not notified.

When: 2/3/17
Where: DuFour Center
What: On the listed date, time, and location, C-1 placed her black cloth purse containing 
$10. And 1-credit card on a bleacher unattended and left the building. Upon her return, her 
property was missing.

When: 2/3/17
Where: Barnes and Noble Store
What: On the listed date, time, and location, R-1 observed S-1 place an undetermined 
amount of hats under his shirt and leave the store without paying for same. S-1 fled east 
bound on Monroe St. N.E.

The Student Newspaper of The Catholic University of America
Office Located in 103 Pryzbyla Center

620 Michigan Avenue, N.E. - Washington, DC 20064
Editorial: 202-319-5778; Business: 202-319-5778; Fax: 202-319-6675

Angelica Sisson                                  Alexa Huntley
Editor in Chief                                     Managing Editor

Staff
Paige Wearmouth		                   Alexander Santana
Editor at Large		                      News Editor

Piero Filpi                                                                     Duane Paul Murphy
Arts and Entertainment Editor                                        Quill Editor  
 
Jared Prenda                                                                Christopher Motola
Sports Editor                                                                 Politics Corner

Stephen Calandrino                                                     Justin Smith
Website Editor                                                               Copyeditor

Lauren Ferraro                                                             Carolina Garcia
Business Manager                                                                  Assistant Business Manager

                              Bill McQuillen & Christopher Wheatley
                                                        Advisors

Writers
Sarah Donofrio, Erica Fuller, Daniela Sol

The Tower is an independent newspaper serving the Catholic University of America community. The 
editorial board has sole authority for the content of this publication. All inquiries and comments should 

be directed to the editorial board.

Opinions expressed in signed columns are those of the authors and do not reflect the views of The 
Tower. Editorial represent the views of the editorial board. For information on advertising rates, please 

contact The Tower business office. Deadlines for submitting advertisements, letters to the editor and 
forum columns are Tuesdays at 5 p.m. for Friday’s publication. Submissions must include the author’s 
name and telephone number to be eligible for submission. The Tower does not guarantee publication 
of any letters under any circumstances and reserves the right to edit all submissions for space, gram-
mar, and content. All material becomes property of The Tower and may be reproduced only with the 

written consent of the editor in chief.

                          Courtesy CNN



Friday, February 10, 2017The Tower NEWS

News
3

Student Government Association 
Holds Meeting

The First Year Experience 
Speaker Series hosted its first 
speaker of the spring semester 
on Wednesday, February 8th. 
The presentation was entitled 
“Stillness and Silence: The 
Beginning and the End of 
Academic Life” and was 
presented by Freshman 
Year Experience Teaching 
Fellow Carl Vater. Vater’s 
lecture engaged students by 
discussing new philosophical 
ideas in the context of the 
texts the freshmen class has 
studied in their Learning 
Communities. 

“The Freshman Year 
Experience Speakers are 
always interesting and they 
leave me with something to 
think about,” said freshman 
Mary Pergolini. 

Vater started the lecture 
by talking about academic 
life, which he defined in 
terms of stillness and silence. 
Students engaged in the 
lecture by participating and 
asking questions pertaining 
to stillness in relation to 
academic life. 

The lecture proceeded 
with a discussion of bodily 
stillness. Students discussed 
various relationships between 
the body and mind, while 
discussing studying and 
the academic life. Through 
the discussion, the students 
recognized that a certain 
stillness is often necessary for 
thinking. 

“Plato tells us the soul 
reasons best when none of 
the senses are troubling it, 
neither hearing nor sight,” 
said Vater. “We are not at 
rest. We are not still. The 
body keeps moving us in so 
many ways.”

Vater continued the 
lecture with a discussion 
about virtue. He referenced 

the Nichomachean Ethics, 
which freshmen read in 
the first semester in their 
philosophy classes.  

“Aristotle talks about 
desires. With virtue, I can 
desire the right amount in the 
right way,” said Vater. 

Despite attaining both 
stillness and silence, Vater 
described that more is 
necessary. Vater referenced 
a math example from the 
Catholic University of 
America Primer given to all 
freshman prior to orientation. 

“We begin from the things 
that we know, and move to 
the things that we don’t yet 
know,” said Vater. “In this 
proof, we start with what 
we know about isosceles 
triangles and angles, and 
move to the conclusion that 
any two sides of the triangle 
are always larger than the 
third side. That conclusion is 
absolutely stable.”

	 The speaker also 
recognized that more 
questions always exist. 

“St. Augustine tells us 
that our heart is restless, 
and has no stillness, until it 
rests in God. God, like the 
conclusion, has this stability 
about him,” said Vater. “The 
goal of this academic life, that 
towards which we strive, is 
to be still and silent. To come 
up against this thing that is 
infinite and fall silent.”

The speaker finished the 
event with a discussion on 
an excerpt from Descartes’ 
Discourse on the Method. 

“If we solve death, it seems 
like life becomes the problem. 
We don’t have any rest. We 
don’t have any stillness. A 
long life can be fulfilling, but 
a short life, lived well, could 
be just as fulfilling,” said 
Vater, in conclusion. 

By Erica Fuller
Tower Contributor

Mayor Bowser’s Advice 
to College Students

Cartoon by Anthony Labonte, @filbertcartoons

Tuition Increase Effects

Journalism Panel,
 from page 1

students of D.C. can do to be 
good citizens of this city.

“While you’re here I’m 
your Mayor,” Bowser said. 
“So we want students to look 
for ways to volunteer. Find 
something you’re passionate 
about; if it’s schools, 
volunteer to become a mentor 
to public school student if 
it’s working with homeless 
families or homeless peoples 
find a nonprofit organization 
because there are many that 
can work on different issues.”

 The representative 
from Howard University 
asked Bowser to comment 
on the fact that the college 
plans of some students were 
affected by Donald Trump’s 
recent election.

“I think it’s a reminder 
to everybody that elections 
have consequences,” Bowser 
said. “I know a lot of people 
are angry or scared but fact 
of the matter is we have a 
president who is executing 
on something he said he was 
going to do and he got elected 

anyway now we have to 
make sure every institution is 
holding him accountable and 
making sure he follows the 
law.”

The panel ended 
with a discussion about 
a plan proposed at many 
universities in D.C. regarding 
discounted Metro SmarTrip 
cards for university students.

 “If the opportunity 
ever comes up, you vote yes 
and pay it,” Mayor Bowser 
said. “You’re paying scads 
of money anyway what’s 
another 300 dollars and then 
you’ll have unlimited rides 
on the metro and you’re 
probably already spending 
that on Uber.”

The panel concluded 
with Mayor Bowser telling 
everyone that she serves the 
entire community, including 
college students from states 
across the country, and if 
any students had concerns 
regarding any subject at 
any point throughout their 
college career they should 
reach out to her office.

At the latest Student 
Government Association 
Meeting on Monday 
freshman Cavan Hagerty 
was elected to a vacant Senate 
position. He was elected 
despite the objections raised 
and disagreements between 
the current leadership and 
the former Vice President of 
Catholic University’s Student 
Government Association. 

Since the Student 
Government Association’s 
Constitution states that 
a President may appoint 
replacements in the case of a 
vacancy, current President, 
Kristina Pinault, initially 
nominated Hagerty. Yet, 
senior James Benedek, the 
former Vice President, 
encouraged Senators to 
nominate junior Sean 
Calabria. According to 
Student Government 
Association bylaws, 
Senators can participate in 
the nomination process. 
Benedek therefore believed 
that Calabria could be 
nominated. President 
Pinault, however, pointed 
out that the Constitution 
supersedes the bylaws, and 
despite Benedek’s objections, 
the Senate ruled to proceed 
with Hagerty’s nomination.

Upon being 
overruled, Benedek left the 
meeting, shouting, “I hope 
you all vote no.” However, 
the majority voted yes, and 
Hagerty was sworn-in as the 
newest member of Catholic 

University’s Student 
Government Association. 

The remainder of the 
meeting focused on reports 
and new legislation. Senior 
Tommy DiBenedetto, a 
representative for Relay for 
Life, highlighted the goals for 
this year’s event. DiBenedetto 
aims to fundraise $75,000, 
which would give cancer 
patients a two-month stay in 
an American Cancer Society 
Hope Lodge and allow for 
1500 calls to be made to the 
American Cancer Society 
Help Line. 

“We have chosen 
to come about Relay in 
a different fashion from 
previous years. Now, we 
present a tangible goal for 
the student orgs to work 
towards,” DiBenedetto said 
about his presentation. 

Senator Andrew Elder, 
Class of 2019, introduced 
legislation relevant to student 
life at Catholic University. 
One of Elder’s resolutions, 
which was passed, centered 
on placing more power 
outlets in Murphy’s Lounge. 
While some of the Senators 
wondered how this process 
would work electrically, 
others suggested purchasing 
furniture with built-in 
outlets. Similarly, Elder’s 
second resolution focused on 
placing Coca-Cola Freestyle 
7000 machines, which offer 
a variety of flavors, in the 
lower Edward J. Pryzbyla 
food court. The Freestyle 

7000 would further help the 
university in reducing plastic 
water bottles on campus, 
Elder said. Many of the 
Senators either questioned 
or opposed Elder’s plan. 
While sophomore Jimmy 
Harrington asked how funds 
would be acquired to pay 
for it, other Senators argued 
that the varying flavors in 
the machine tasted the same. 
Moreover, long lines could 
develop if the Freestyle 
7000 is eventually placed 
in the Edward J. Pryzbyla 
food court. Although many 
challenged the use and 
value of the machine, the 
Senate voted to send the 
resolution to Chairwoman 
Brianna Howard’s Dining 
and Pryzbyla Services 
Committee. If Howard’s 
committee decides to pass 
the resolution, the legislation 
will then be sent to the Senate 
again. If passed in the Senate, 
it is not guaranteed that the 
new Coca-Cola machines 
will be added. Rather, they 
will be seen as “a formal 
representation” of what 
students want at Catholic 
University. 

Overall, Pinault was 
glad that the Senate was able 
to proceed with the meeting 
despite early distractions 
and arguments. 

“It is important that 
we stay focused and act 
productively,” Pinault said.

Others who have 
expressed concerns 
question the structure of the 
university’s overall budget.

“What I see in the 
ever-increasing tuition 
prices across the country is 
a constant reliance on the 
willingness of young people, 
like ourselves, to pay more 
and more for a product in 
which we get nothing, if not 
less, for our investment,” 

said sophomore English 
and drama double major 
Christopher Doyle. “While 
President Garvey’s letter 
delineates that the funds 
go to new faculty and new 
major programs, I wonder 
why it could not be done 
by instead reorganizing 
the budget around the 
new expenditures instead 
of around the promise of 
increased funds out of our 
pock-ets.”

	 The university 
has announced an expansion 
of academic research as well 
as enhancement of campus 

spaces during this academic 
year. The expansions in 
academic research include 
an addi-tional hiring of 45 
new faculty members, the 
creation of a dual degree 
in business and music, 
a classical architecture 
concentration, a certificate 
for Spanish Language and 
Hispanic Ministry, and a 
new program in intelligence 
studies. The enhancements 
of the campus itself involve 
the construction of a dining 
area in the Murphy’s student 
lounge.

Tuition Increase,
 from page 1

First-Year-Experience 
Speaker

By Sarah Donofrio
Tower Staff

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

AA MEETS ON THURSDAY AT 7:30 P.M.

CALDWELL HALL 325



	 Since Trump took office, the sales 
for the book 1984 by George Orwell 
have increased dramatically. The peo-
ple purchasing this classic novel have 
connected the draconian society of the 
novel’s setting, Oceania, with the way 
President Trump governs. The irony 
is that 1984 is a favorite among mem-
bers of the Alt-Right. One Alt-Right 
and conspiracy theory media source 
that often cites the novel in particu-
lar is Alex Jones’s Info Wars. The 
website, for example, published an 
article from August 2016 titled “1984 
Foreshadows the Future of Globalism: 
George Orwell’s Nightmarish Vision 
for the Future is Exactly What the 
Elite Desire.” Jones champions Trump 
as the outsider who will save this 
country from the elitist conspiracy 
of the Illuminati. During the Obama 
administration, Jones helped lead the 
extreme Alt-Right opposition against 
President Obama and the American 
left. On his website, he accused the 
government under President Obama 
of using an Orwellian practice called 
Double-think. 			 
	 The website, “Cliffnotes” in their 
analysis and summary of 1984 define 
Double-think as “is the act of holding, 
simultaneously, two opposite, indi-
vidually exclusive ideas or opinions 
and believing in both simultaneously 
and absolutely.” The novel 1984 men-
tions this term because the slogans of 
the ruling political party in Oceania 
are “War Is Peace; Freedom Is Slavery; 
Ignorance Is Strength.” The govern-
ment in 1984 pushes its citizens into a 
state of cognitive dissonance through 
the practice of Double-think. Trump’s 
administration used double-think in 

regards to the recent executive order. 
The order is the immigration ban from 
certain Muslim countries. Citizens 
from certain predominantly Muslim 
countries are barred from entering 
the USA for a certain amount of time. 	
The administration claims that this 
ban is not actually a ban because it’s 
only temporary. Prohibition was a 
ban on alcohol even though it only 
lasted a few years. If a high school 
student is suspended for three days 
for misbehaving, they are banned 
from the school for three days, even 
though the suspension is temporary. 
Whether or not the policy is indefi-
nite, it is irrelevant to the concept of 
a ban. The administration is commu-
nicating to the public the notion “The 
ban is not a ban.” This is obviously an 
example of double-think. 
	 This is significant because we as 
college students must realize that 
our objectivity must transcend the 
political climate. Press Secretary Sean 
Spicer used the term “alternative 
facts”, which affirms the theory that 
the nation has entered a “post-truth” 
era of thinking. One’s political opin-
ion is subjective, however facts are 
not. Facts can be misrepresented but 
there is no alternative to factual infor-
mation. We are members of an institu-
tion of higher knowledge and we can-
not let ourselves become subjects to 
an irrational way of thinking. When 
we are told that war is peace, the ban 
is not a ban, or that claim without 
evidence is truth we must be able to 
put our opinions aside and accept the 
reality of the facts. Once we do that 
we can have a political discussion 
with a factual basis.          

Guest commentary

Paul Burgholzer
Class of 2018
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QUILL

tower editoriaL:

Only the Cool Kids Remember the Tuition Hikes
   Another year, another tu-
ition hike, is anyone sur-
prised? Well, aside from the 
freshmen who didn’t realize 
exactly how much debt they 
were getting themselves into, 
most of us saw it coming. 
   There’s no doubt that we 
as a student body have got-
ten new benefits along with 
the price increase. We have a 
pub in Murphy’s, a recently 
remodeled Marist Hall, a 
new parking garage--oh, 
wait.
    Now, we won’t pretend to 
be qualified enough to give 
the university a lecture on 
finances. We’re college stu-
dents, we spend forty dollars 
on brunch and then refuse to 
shell out six dollars for a new 
notebook. 
    Tuition hikes happen ev-
ery year, not just at CUA 
but at all colleges and uni-
versities across the country. 
There’s little we can do to 
stop these raises in tuition, 
so maybe it’s time we start 
trying to get our money’s 
worth. Instead of complain-
ing about the fact our tuition 
is going up, let’s start trying 
to take advantage of every 
opportunity this tuition hike 
provides us. 
    Here are some ideas to get 
you started: move into the 
best booth in Murphy’s and 
don’t leave, no matter how 
many dirty looks you get. 

Visit Career Services and get 
your resume and cover let-
ters fixed up, they are scary, 
but it’s good for you in the 
end. Join more clubs, attend 
more events. You’ve already 
paid for that crepe night 
French club hosted and you 
already paid for that pizza 
party your dorm is throw-
ing.
    Don’t want to buy a book 
you’ll only be using for three 
weeks in a semester? Don’t. 
The library is open every 
day, not just finals week--I 
know, what a shock. 
    Don’t have plans for spring 
break? You already paid for 
most of the Habitat for Hu-
manity trips. Get yourself on 
one of the waitlists and you 
might get a phone call at 10 
pm the night before and end 
up across the country paint-
ing houses for a good cause.
    Next time you swipe into 
the Pryz, take two pieces of 
fruit to go and some peanut 
butter cups. Even if you’re 
not going to eat them you can 
hand them off to your up-
perclassmen friends. Then, 
be sure to visit the Kane, or 
don’t, and take advantage of 
that sweet shuttle system, ju-
ry’s still out on whether any-
one’s actually used it before.
    Did you know most other 
schools don’t have free print-
ing or free laundry? Yes, we 
may be destroying the envi-

ronment (65 degrees in Feb-
ruary, anyone?) but might as 
well wash your sheets every 
week and impress that spe-
cial someone you won’t be 
bringing back to your dorm 
on Valentine’s day. Shout-
out to our HSAs for that one. 
As for printing, if you print 
out the readings your profes-
sor posted on Blackboard he 
or she might be convinced 
that you actually glanced at 
it.
    As for the classes, maybe 
audit one next semester. 
We’re in D.C., throw in an 
extra politics class just to un-
derstand what your wacky 
aunt posts on Facebook ev-
ery week.
    Until there’s an overhaul 
of the education system that 
effects both private and pub-
lic colleges, tuition is going 
to keep getting higher and 
we’re deluding ourselves if 
we think it won’t. The aver-
age college debt for mem-
bers of the Class of 2015 was 
$30,100 according to Time 
Magazine. We should be 
thinking of how we can bet-
ter our resumes in the pro-
cess of this debt accumula-
tion so that we can hopefully 
get better jobs to start chip-
ping away at that debt just 
in time to take out loans for 
graduate school.

C U A T O W E R . Q U I L L @ G M A I L . C O M

 Imagine a group of Allied troops 
who had been cryogenically frozen 
during the war woke up today to 
the sound of someone screaming 
“Help!  Nazis!”.  They turn to see 
violent mobs of vagrants destroy-
ing property and assaulting innocent 
people for the high crime of attend-
ing a speech given by an openly 
gay, ethnically Jewish man named 
Milo Yiannopolous.  Without a shed 
of doubt in their mind, they’d take 
the rioters for the Nazis, and handle 
them accordingly.  
	 Today, however, the term ‘Nazi’ 
has somehow gone from meaning 
“violent monster with no tolerance 
for dissent” to “anyone who doesn’t 
think or say exactly what the regres-
sive left tells them to think and 
say,”.  This deeply disturbed men-
tality was on full display February 
1st at UC Berkley, which was ironi-
cally once considered the free speech 
movement’s nirvana, when rioters 
attacked supporters of Milo, a con-
servative political and cultural com-
mentator to discuss the concept of 
cultural appropriations.  		
	 This is not the first time that Milo 
has been targeted for his opinions, 
which really aren’t that far outside 
the mainstream orthodoxy of con-
servatism, minus his humorous style 
and flamboyant rhetoric.  Just a cou-
ple of weeks ago, here in D.C., vio-
lent thugs attempted to attack him 
and his supporters at his “Deplore-a-
ball” which he was hosting in honor 
of President Trump’s inauguration.  	
	 Meanwhile, The Left has attempt-
ed to justify their violence by tying 
Milo to neo-Nazi Richard Spencer.  
However, anyone who has listened 
to Milo’s speeches or read any of his 
columns would know that besides 
Lena Dunham and Shaun King, there 

is no individual that Milo takes more 
pleasure in mocking than Richard 
Spencer.  Yet no speaker, whether 
it be Milo, Bill Maher, Ann Coulter, 
DeRay, or even Spencer deserve to be 
met with violence when peacefully 
expressing their opinions.
	 The attack on free speech is not 
always as black and white as PC 
thugs committing acts of violence. 
	 Often it begins with “speech 
codes,” a blatant attempt to censor 
everything people say masked as tol-
erance.  There are also the “safe spac-
es”, which are the biggest hypocrisy 
of them all. There never has been, nor 
shall there ever be, a space that was 
made safer due to the oppression of 
people trying to speak their minds.  
They may appear small and insignifi-
cant, but much like with any cancer, 
they must be destroyed immediately 
when they sprout up.
	 The Founding Fathers were very 
clear about freedom of speech, as the 
First Amendment to the Constitution 
explicitly stated that no form of 
speech or expression shall be regu-
lated against.  Just imagine for a 
moment how dark of a place America 
would be if slave owners had made 
it illegal to say anything bad about 
them.  Satirist at the time, includ-
ing the great Benjamin Franklin, saw 
slave owners and the entire wicked 
institution as easy targets of ridicule 
due to its nature of being inhumane 
and hypocritical.  Surely, many slave 
owners felt “triggered” whenever 
abolitionists opened their mouths.  
Fortunately, the Founding Fathers 
had the wisdom had no authority to 
decide what other people wanted to 
think or say.  There lies the found-
ing principal of America we must all 
fight to preserve, regardless of who is 
speaking.  

Stephen Caladrino
Class of 2020

Guest commentary The Left’s War 
on Free Speech

	 As an American progressive and 
social democratic leftist, I am always 
annoyed when those who indicate that 
we simply do not have enough finan-
cial resources to fund new public pro-
grams or reforms such as tuition free 
and debt free public higher educa-
tion, direct infrastructure investment, 
expanding social security, or either 
enacting a public option or a single 
payer healthcare system. 			 
	 However, we do have the financial 
capabilities to enact bold and needed 
public projects. We just need to show 
them were money is actually going 
towards. A 2015 study by the United 
States Public Interest Research Group 
revealed that major American corpora-
tions, such as Apple and Microsoft, are 
holding $2.1 trillion or more in foreign 
tax havens, which includes countries 
such as Switzerland, Luxembourg and 
Singapore. 			 
	 If all of that specific tax haven money 
were collected at the national corporate 
tax of 35%, it would raise more than 
$700 billion dollars for the govern-
ment to invest in student financial aid, 
Medicare for the elderly and social 
security. Also, other forms of corporate 
welfare for the rich big businesses and 
other privatized institutions, including 
tax credits, breaks, loopholes and sub-
sides, cost the working class, the mid-
dle class, small and medium business-
es more in higher taxes.  Why should 
wealthy individuals and businesses be 
given large amounts of money that 
already have or generate from domestic 
or international activities? It is almost 
like giving your young adult child an 
allowance while he or she has a steady 
middle income career with well-estab-
lished benefits through their own com-
pany. Not to mention if cannabis were 
legalized and if we taxed exempt orga-
nization were taxed such as churches 
and private higher education, billions 
of dollars worth of revenue would start 
to kick in. Apparently, we do have the 
money. It’s just going into the wrong 
places. 					   

	 Let us also not forget are continous 
funding of our bloated, militeristic, 
imperialist and colonial defense bud-
get that wasted, especially when an 
internal study exposed $125 billion 
in administrative buerucratic waste 
in the Petagon’s  business operations. 
So much fiscal conservatism from our 
neoconservative, neoliberal state. With 
that kind of money, we can easily 
invest it into assisting our veterans and 
their basic needs at home. They have 
already suffered enoguh state spon-
sered war and violance that plagues 
the rest of the world, especially devel-
oping nations in Asia, the Middle East, 
Africa and Latin America. We should 
also remind ourselves about the more 
than $50 billion we are going to invest 
this year in foreign aid to corrupt 
developing countries and Israel, which 
continues its illegal occupation and 
marginalization  of Palestinian Arabs,  
rather than providing food assistance 
for our own country’s poorest of poor.
	 Essentially, we should use this 
money for ordinary citizens rather 
the rich and developing countries. I 
would rather see my taxes go towards 
public education expansion rather 
than corporate welfare. I would rath-
er see my taxees go towards roads 
and bridges that I drive on rather 
than building roads in the develop-
ing world. I would rather see tax 
reductions for the working class and 
middle class rather than tax loop-
holes, credits, subsides and breaks 
for the rich and powerful corpora-
tions. Show us where the real money 
from the people are going towards. 
Taxation must have representation 
for all ordinary peoples. The People’s 
money must go back and serve their 
collective, sociatal interests that will 
benifit and enhance our own country 
from sea to shing sea.

Guest commentary

Paul Murphy                
Class of 2019

To the Left: Show 
Us the Money

Is the Ban a Ban?

“I took a pursuasive writing course last 
semester...I bet I could pursuade you to 

give me your number.”
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		  Every sentence of this 
topic begins the same: This 
year’s Super Bowl was like 
no other. The game itself was 
defnitely a historic moment 
like no other in Super Bowl 
history — a quarterback win-
ning five Super Bowl’s in 
his career, leading his team 
from a 19 point deficit in the 
final quarter of the game, 
ending the game tied and 
forcing the first ever  Super 
Bowl overtime — but besides 
the pandemonium that 
erupted at NRG Stadium in 
Houston, Texas on Februrary 
5th, the experience was 
the same: like no other. 
		  Arriving Friday after-
noon, at around 5 P.M., the 
last thing on my mind was 
enduring the horendous 
traffic the largest city in the 

second largest state in the 
U.S. But that was my first 
taste of Houston: gloomy, 
packed, and all highway. 
		  The glamour of Super 
Bowl weekend was all cen-
tralized in the downtown 
area of Houston. There, foot-
ball legends like Joe Montana 
and Terry Bradshaw filmed 
their predictions, specula-
tions, and wardrobe decision 
in front of crowds chanting 
and barking their own teams 
as if they were commenta-
tors working pro-bono. 
Celebreties were getting 
drinks at hotel bars, and prac-
tically every major brand, 
from Coca-Cola to Snapchat, 
was there trying to shove free 
merchandise into your pock-
ets. The end of a great sea-
son was upon Houston, and 

people were celebrating like 
it was the end of the world. 
		  Choosing a party to 
go to during Super Bowl 
weekend is like reaching 
into a bag of Jolly Ranchers, 
it doesn’t matter which one 
you pull out because they’re 
all great. This leads one to 
keep reaching into the bag 
for more. Instead of stay-
ing at one place the whole 
night, we decided to jump 
from venue to venue where 
headliners like Tiesto and 
DJ Snake were performing. 
Each venue kept the Super 
Bowl’s theme colors in mind, 
so basically anywhere you 
went in Houston, you were 
stained with pink and teal.  
		  After getting over 
the pink and teal, Saturday 
was a day surprisingly filled 

with bowling. Companies 
like Bud Light and Miller 
Brewing Company were 
promoting their brands by 
handing out free beer and 
sponsoring rounds of bowl-
ing. More people flowed 
into the shocking amount 
of bowling alleys sprinkled 
around Houston than NRG 
itself. We went to multiple 
that had the event — since 
we were kicked out of one 
after a private party arrived 
— and could barely breathe. 
Once our arms got sore and 
our heads got light from the 
countless promotions, we 
decided to leave and enjoy 
some of the great up-and- 
coming cuisine that is being 
established in Houston. 
The restaurant was authen-
tic Italian, and gave off an 

intimate feel since, prior to 
being a restaurant, the estab-
lishment was just a house. 
		  So now that leaves us 
with Sunday, the big game, 
the rollercoaster of emotions. 
We arrived about 5 hours 
before game time, and were 
greeted with a line larger 
than the inaguration this 
year. After getting through 
the line and passing the nau-
seating amount of promo-
tions, we were in. The sta-
dium was thundrous. People 
were painted from head to 
toe, popcorn was being sold 
for twelve dollars, and bath-
room lines could span a state’s 
borders. The Super Bowl 
was here and all we were 
waiting for was the game. 
And once kick off struck, 
well, you know the rest.

		  A new exhibit just 
opened this Tuesday, 
February 7th at The Phillips 
Collection, a small gallery in 
downtown D.C., named “The 
Life of Toussaint L’Ouvertue” 
by the artist Jacob Lawrence.  
 		  In his series, Lawrence 
honors the life of Toussaint 
L’Ouverture, a famous 
Haitian political figure. A 
slave at first, L’Ouverture 
later became the leader of the 
Independence Movement in 
Haiti. The revolutionary is 
not just a prominent figure 
for Haitian Independence, but 
he was the first advocate to 
emancipate slaves in modern 
history. L’Ouverture lead the 
revolutionary fight against 
French colonies established in 
Haiti at the time, during the 
1791 Haitian Revolution. The 
subjects of social justice and 
freedom are constantly seen 
in the works of Lawrence. 
Much of his art represents 
monumental historical fig-
ures such as L’Ouverture, 
as well as impactful histori-
cal events that changed the 
course of history for the better. 
The exhibit consists of 15 rare-
ly seen silkscreen prints cre-
ated by the American artist, 

and will be open for the pub-
lic at The Phillips until April 
23, 2017. Lawrence worked on 
these unique pieces from 1986 
to 1997. During this time the 
artist reduced his work from 
41 panels to the 15 displayed 
at The Phillips. Lawrence’s 
initial series consisted of 
smaller sized prints than 
the final 15, which are much 
larger in scale. Originally, he 
used tempera paint as his main 
medium. He later worked 
with the D.C.-based mas-
ter printmaker Lou Stovall 
to shorten the series and 
expand it as silkscreen prints.   
 		  Throughout the series 
of 15 prints you can follow 
L’Ouverture’s life from birth 
to slavery, to becoming gen-
eral in the Haitian Revolution, 
and to his final capture by the 
French Army. In the pieces, 
you not only see the grand 
story of such an important fig-
ure for the abolition of slav-
ery but Lawrence manages to 
incorporate the social injustic-
es and political struggles that 
Haiti struggles with today.
        	 Lawrence manages to 
do this because the prints, 
although they do portray a 
timeline and specific relation 

to L’Ouverture, also manage 
to stay versatile enough to 
represent the current situa-
tion in Haiti. He does this by 
keeping the silkscreen mas-
terpieces minimalistic; com-
posed by a combination of 
geometric figures, making 
his panels abstract and open 
to interpretation. The colors 
within the panels are sym-
bolic of all the history behind 
them and keeps them modern 
and vibrant. In a combination 
of blues, greens and maroons, 
Lawrence transports you to 
a pivotal time in slavery’s 
history while at the same 
time showing you a unique 
interpretation of Haiti today.
        	 This is not the first 
time The Phillips has sup-
ported the American artist. 
The gallery has previously 
sponsored the exhibition of 
30 panels by Lawrence titled 
“Migration Series.” The 
exhibit currently on display 
at the gallery is owned by Di 
and Lou Stovall. The exhibit 
is included in the museum’s 
general admissions ticket. 
The Phillips is located at 
1600 21st Street, NW in D.C.

By: Daniela Sol
Tower Staff

One Cardinal Made it to the Super Bowl

LOVE WRITING?
MOVIES?
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By: Piero J Filpi
Tower Staff

courtesy of PIERO FILPI

Haiti’s Revolution Through Silkscreen Prints

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS COLLECTION
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Men Win with Second Half Rally

	 The Lady Cards contin-
ued their quest for a perfect 
in conference season after 
another dominating win 
against the Susquehanna 
River Hawks. The team 
improved their standing to 
10-0 in Landmark play fol-
lowing the 56-48 win on 
Wednesday, February, 8.  
The win furthers the 22nd 
ranked team in Division 
III’s first place lead in the 
Landmark Conference 
to two games over rival 
Moravian.
 Catholic fell behind their 

opponents early in the 
match, with Susquehanna 
jumping out to an 8-2 run 
in the opening quarter. The 
Birds managed to find a 
way to rally back behind 
a clutch three from junior 
Samantha Cowan to kick-
start the offense. The CUA 
squad traded points for the 
remainder of the opening 
period and finally managed 
to tie the game at 11-11 on 
a layup with 22 seconds 
remaining from freshman 
Caroline Sullivan.
	 The team started the sec-

ond period on a much bet-

ter foot, grabbing the lead 
immediately on a layup 
from star point guard 
Michelle Desantis. The team 
would go on to rally and 
take a 6-point, 28-22 lead 
into the half and momen-
tum on their side.
	 The team is proud to have 

earned their high ranking 
after maintaining a perfect 
record, but they are wary of 
letting it interfere with their 
tasks at hand.
	 “We are definitely using 

it as motivation to continue 
to get better, as we are hon-
ored to be recognized with 
such talented other teams,” 
Desantis said. “We are try-
ing not to talk about it too 
much-Right now we are 
focusing on the task at hand 
which is conference play.”
	 The team relied heavily 

on their seniors in the nights 
match up. Desantis, a two-
time All Landmark confer-
ence selection, led the team 
16 points, 3 assists, and 2 
steals in 38 minutes of play. 
Forward Melissa Errico 
contributed team highs 
with 7 assists, 11 rebounds, 
and 5 steals. The team also 
has many young players 
who play crucial roles for 

the Birds. Megan Stafford 
is a freshman starter who 
recorded 6 rebounds and 
2 steals on the game. Off 
the bench, fellow freshman 
Caroline Sullivan notched 
5 rebounds, 1 assist, and 10 
points.
	 CUA kicked off the sec-

ond half with a strong 3rd 
quarter, where they main-
tained              their lead 
by outscoring their opposi-
tion 17-12. The team cruised 
through the rest of the 
game, trading points with 
the River Hawks, and win-
ning 56-48.
	 The victory marked the 

team’s 10th straight win 
and continued their quest 
for not only perfection, but 
a top ranking in the post 
season. The team however 
is taking each game one at 
a time and do not allow for 
that to distract them.
	  “Our next three games 

are against three of the bet-
ter teams in our conference,” 
said Cowan. “We can’t 
take them lightly because 
they’re all going to give us 
their biggest effort. So we 
just go out there and play 
our game without thinking 
about anything else except 
the game we’re in.”

	 The Cardinals return to 
action at home this Saturday, 
February 11 against the 
University of Scranton. The 
Scranton team is second in 
the standings, and look to 
give the Cards their first 
regular season loss of the 
year. The game is the first of 
the two “Rivalry Red Out” 
games played in the Dufour 
Center on campus. All fans 
are requested to dress in 
their Catholic University 
red to support the teams in 
the upcoming tilt.

	 The Saturday, February 
4 Men’s Basketball victory 
over the Drew Rangers was 
a game for the ages follow-
ing a miraculous second 
half push from Catholic. 
The team managed to over-
come a 14-point deficit at 
the half, and outlast a game 
that saw seven ties and eight 
lead changes to win 85-80. 
The game left Catholic sit-
ting in third place for the 
Landmark Conference with 
a 7-3 record, only one game 
out of a first-place tie with 
University of Scranton and 
Susquehanna University.
	  The Cards got off to a 
hot start with a 3-point-
er from star senior guard 
Louis Khouri on an assist 
from junior Jay Howard. 
The playmakers led the 
team to a quick 7-0 start 
before the Rangers hit a 3 of 
their own. The team would 
continue to hold off their 
opponents until half way 
through the first 20-minute 
period when Drew went 
ahead 19-18. The two teams 
would continue to trade 
points from there until the 
Rangers pulled away on a 
15-4 scoring run to take a 
10-point, 34-24 lead. The 
Cardinals looked to take 
the momentum into the half 
on an impressive 4-point 
play with 22 seconds to 
play in the half. Drew 
would respond with a 
buzzer beating layup 

to expand their lead to a 
comfortable 49-35 lead.
	 The Cardinals relied 
heavily upon their dual-
headed threat of Khouri and 
Howard, who combined for 
27 of the team’s 35 first half 
points. Howard, an All-
Landmark First team selec-
tion last season, matched a 
career high in points scored 
at 28 for the match. The for-
ward also strung together 6 
rebounds and 2 assists in his 
39-minutes of play. Khouri 
was not far behind with 
27-points of his own, going 
4-8 from behind the arc. 
He also forced 3 turnovers, 
dished out 3 assists, and 
grabbed 5 off the boards on 
the night.
	 The Cardinals came out 
of the half on fire, going on 
a 20-8 point run to tie the 
game up at 57 all. Khouri 
once again provided the 
necessary spark by get-
ting the tying points on an 

And-1 to even the game. 
The two sides would start 
to trade points, swapping 
the lead regularly with nei-
ther side gaining a clear 
advantage until there was 
only 3:25 remaining, when 
Howard hit a mid-range 
jumper to take a 75-73 that 
would push the Birds to 
victory.
	 The 85-80 victory kept 
the Cardinals well within 
playoff contention, with 
only 3 games remain-
ing in the regular sea-
son. Unfortunately for the 
team, they dropped their 
Wednesday, February 8th 
matchup with Susquehanna 
88-64, dropping them from 
3rd to 4th in the stand-
ings. The Cardinals look to 
bounce back following the 
L on Saturday, February 
11th in the second game 
in the “Rivalry Red Out” 
doubleheader against rivals 
University of Scranton.
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Coach Matt Donahue addresses his team during a timeout

By Jared Prenda
Tower Staff

By Jared Prenda
Tower Staff

Women’s Basketball Improves to 10-0 in Conference Play

 

CUA Cardinals
Upcoming Events

Men’s Basketball

vs. Scranton                      Sat., Feb. 10             4:00 PM

CUACARDINALS.COM

vs. Scranton                     Sat., Feb. 10             2:00PM

at Elizabethtown                   Wed., Feb. 15               7:00 PM

Susquehanna                    Sat., Feb. 4              2:00 PM
 

vs. Susquehanna              Wed., Feb. 15           7:00PM

Women’s Basketball

Swimming & Diving

Indoor Track & Field

Courtesy of CUACardinals.com 

Sophomore forward Jay Howard enters the paint before attempting a layup. 

at Dickinson Ducharme       Sat., Feb. 10              9:00 AM
         Invitational        

COURTESY OF CUACARDINALS.COM 

Freshman Center Riley Hayes takes a free throw

 Men’s Lacrosse

 at Sewanese                      Sat., Feb. 10             1:00 PM
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WANT TO SHARE YOUR OPINONS WITH PEOPLE OTHER 
THAN YOUR ROOMMATE?

EMAIL ASISSON@CUA.EDU TO WRITE FOR THE QUILL

Top Tweets

“Listening to a nun explain the meaning of the word 
“lit” to a group of seminarians while walking to a phi-

losophy class #CUA #onlyatCUA”
(@DanTheManAtCUA)

Top Twit Pics

“It supposed to snow 
tomorrow”
(@CUADining)

“Members of the 
#CatholicU junior class of 
1957 with #basilica con-

struction in the background. 
#WaybackWednesday 

#CUAarchives”
(@CUAarchives)

Valentine’s Day Extravaganza

Globe Trotters
	 On a day off from my internship in Parliament, I decided to further explore London. 
First, I went to Tower Bridge which is located across the River Thames and is where the 
Olympic rings were displayed during the 2012 Summer Games. The bridge is free to walk 
across, but there is an admission fee to go up inside the towers. Luckily, thanks to my 
trusty Cardinal Card, I received a student discount for my ticket. In various parts of the 
exhibit, I learned about the design, construction, engineering, and history of the bridge. 
Most people were not drawn to these informative sections and instead proceeded along the 
walkways to get a better view of the cityscape. From this elevation, I had an unobstructed 
view of the Shard, which is the tallest building in the United Kingdom. However, the true 
highlight of the Tower Bridge attraction is a section of flooring that is made out of glass. I 
stood and watched as pedestrians, red double-decker buses, and boats passed beneath my 
feet. To say the least, it was disorienting to see all this activity occur 42 meters below. 
	 After the Tower Bridge, I decided to go to a museum in the afternoon. After 
consulting a map, I realized the Tate Modern museum was only a short walk down the 
River Thames. Strolling along, I passed other attractions that I will visit another day, 
including Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre and Winchester Palace. This museum does not have 
an admission fee, so my Cardinal Card remained safely stowed away. I was surprised that 
many American artists were featured in the museum. Notably, some of Andy Warhol’s 
pieces were on display and an exhibition of Robert Rauschenberg works was advertised 
with posters of President Kennedy. I was so enthralled by the art in this museum, that I 
ended up going through all the floors of the building. When I finally left, I was starving 
and exhausted so I reluctantly returned to my flat. The rest of London would have to wait 
for another day.

Rachel Simoneau
Politics, Class of 2018
Coventry, Rhode Island

To be featured on The Rear End, use 
#CUA or #onlyatCUA! 

We know you think you’re funny, so 
share it with the rest of us!

“Are you a magician? 
Because every time I look 

at you, everyone else 
disappears!”

“I’m not a photographer, 
but I can picture you and 

me together!”

 “Are you religious? 
Because you’re the answer 

to all my prayers!”

Try out these pick-up lines 
this V-Day!

“I want to live in your 
socks so I can be with you 

every step of the way!”

“You may fall from the sky, 
you may fall from a tree, 

but the best way to fall...is 
in love with me!”

 “You must be a banana 
because I find a-peeling!”
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