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Friday, January 19, 2018

University Community 
Participates in Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day of Service 

Campus Prepares for 45th 
March for Life  

By aBBY aNderko 
Tower Staff

see MLK Day,  page 3

The 45th annual March 
for Life on Friday, January 19th 
has brought scores of visitors, 
differing opinions, and 
educational events to campus 
this week. The Cardinals for 
Life student organization has 
been gathering volunteers in 
the Pryzbyla Center leading 
up to the March and hosted a 
March for Life pep rally.

This was the second 
year of the pep rally, held in 
Great Room B on Tuesday, 
January 15th. Students who 
attended the event were given 
a Cardinals for Life t-shirt, 
other pro-life attire, and craft 
supplies to make posters for 
the March being held at the 

end of the week. Speakers at 
the event included Rev. Eric 
de la Pena, OFM Conv., Aimee 
Murphy from Rehumanize 
International, and Kathryn 
Jean Lopez from The National 
Review. 

Father de la Pena 
opened the night with the 
Gospel reading about the 
Good Samaritan and told 
the crowd that Catholics 
are called especially to help 
those neighbors that cannot 
give anything back. After 
an opening prayer, students 
spent time making posters 
and signs to hold on the 
March before gathering again 
to hear from the speakers. 

Lopez, a 1997 graduate 
of Catholic University, 

recalled Vatican writings 
about the sanctity of women’s 
role on earth to carry children. 
Lopez is known for her 
Catholic opinion pieces as a 
conservative columnist, and 
she will be one of the panel 
speakers at the March for 
Life Conference on the night 
before the March. 

Murphy spoke at the 
end of the night about the 
importance of being not just 
pro-birth but pro-life in all 
issues. 

“That is what is so 
powerful about young women 
speaking out and saying that 
abortion is not only contrary to 

By katIe ward, duaNe paul murphY
Tower Staff

Founded in 1922

The March for Life, advertised 
heavily not only on campus and 
in D.C., but all over the country, 
has brought thousands of 
proponents of both sides of the 
issue of abortion to the nation’s 
capital. Due to the national scale 
of this March, Catholic University 
has taken on the task of hosting 
over 1,000 high school students 
overnight on Thursday, January 
18th in the DuFour Athletic 
Center. 

This event titled “Pro-Life 
Hospitality” was organized 
by Campus Ministry and took 
place from Thursday morning 
to Friday afternoon. Over 200 
student volunteers completed 
tasks like checking in high school 
students, serving breakfast 
Friday morning, and even 
staying overnight in the DuFour 
Center as chaperones. 

Anna Mazur, Associate 
Campus Minister for Women’s 
Ministry & Pro-Life Ministry, led 
the logistical aspects of the 
event. Mazur set the tone 

of the event with some advice 
during a volunteer preparation 
meeting earlier in the week 

“We need to show that 
Catholic University is welcoming 
and ready to serve others,” 
Mazur said. “Hospitality means 
we need to be ready to serve with 
a smile.” 

The volunteers responded 
with smiles, excited and ready 
to dive into their service. 
Students across different majors, 
graduating classes, and levels of 
experience participated, some of 
whom participated in the event 
as high schoolers. 

Many students also 
volunteered during the National 
Prayer Vigil for Life held in the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception on 
Thursday night. These students 
filled many roles including 
student nurses, guides, and 
bouncers during the event, which 
was broadcasted on EWTN and 
CatholicTV.

See March PreP, page 3

Catholic Hosts More Than 
1,000 High School Students 

at Athletic Center
By raChel steveNs
Tower Contributor

Welcome Back for Another Semester! 

Inside
- Trump’s Not So 

Kind Comments

- Perspectives on 
Pro-life/Pro-choice

- Men’s Basketball 
Takes Care of Goucher

- Women’s Basketball 
Follows Suit and 

Dominates Goucher

- Catholic Serves on MLK 
Jr. Day of Service

- University Students 
Prepare for 45th March for 

Life   

- Review: The Greatest 
Showman

- Review: Camila Cabello’s 
New Album 
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All across the country on Monday, 
January 15th, people commemorate 
the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
who was a civil rights leader in the 
1960s. He is most well-known for his 
empowering speeches such as “I Have 
a Dream” and “Beyond Vietnam”. For 
many like those at Catholic University, 
this federal holiday is known as a day 
of service, in order to honor Dr. King’s 
legacy and ideas of making “this 
country a better place to live.”

Approximately 800 Catholic 
students, including eleven of its twenty-

five varsity athletic teams, participated 
in the annual day of service event.

The theme for the day was King’s 
quote, “I know that love is ultimately 
the only answer to mankind’s 
problems.” This quote embodies 
not only Dr. King’s message, but the 
University’s perspective on service.

At the beginning of the day, 
students came together in the Przybyla 
Center to pray and listen to speeches 
made by Dr. King. Students were then 
told the message of the day, which was 
to “honor the life and legacy of Rev. Dr. 

CourTeSy of CaTholiC univerSiTy TwiTTer   
Students gather their bags and materials before leaving for their service sites.

CourTeSy of KaTie ward   
Speaker aimee Murphy speaks at the March for life Pep rally held on Tuesday, January 15th. 
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When: 1/06/18
Where: Reardon Hall
What: On 1/6/18, at 2045 hours, it was discov-
ered the third floor snack machine was forced 
open. MPD was notified; no report was generated 
by MPD. All products were removed from the 
vending machine for sake keeping. The coin and 
dollar bill mechanism did not appear to have been 
tampered with.

When: 1/01/18
Where: Off Campus
What: On 1/8/18, C-1 reported while at a party 
on 1/1/18, in Boston MA, he put his jacket, con-
taining his wallet and Cardinal card, on a chair 
and left it unattended. Upon his return, his prop-
erty was missing.

When: 1/09/18
Where: John McCormack Rd.-South
What: On 1/9/18, C-1 reported she parked V-1 
intact. Upon her return, she discovered the pas-
senger window broken and 1-backpack, 1-HP 
laptop, 1-Verizon Card, and 1-pair Tiffany glasses 
were stolen.

When: 1/16/18
Where: Walton House
What: On the listed date, time and location, C-1 
states her ex-boyfriend made threats to harm her, 
and her father.

By Alexander Santana
Tower Staff

 U.S. Vice President Mike Pence is planned 
to begin his short trip to the Middle East on 
Friday, January 19th where he will visit three 
different countries and “address the shared 
need to combat terrorism and assist persecuted 
religious minorities.” The first country he will 
visit is Egypt on January 20th and will meet 
with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al Sisi. 
He will then visit Jordan on the 21st and meet 
with its King, Abduallh II. The last country he 
will visit is Israel and spend two days there 
meeting with Israeli President Reuven Rivlin 
and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, as 
well as give an address to the Knesset, the 
Israeli legislature, and later visit the Western 
Wall. 

 Alyssa Farah, Press Secretary for Vice 
President Pence said in a statement on the 
White House website that “The Vice President 
is traveling to the Middle East to reaffirm our 
commitment to work with the United States’ 
allies in the region to defeat radicalism that 
threatens future generations.” She also stated 
that “The Vice President is looking forward to 
meeting with the leaders of Egypt, Jordan, and 
Israel to discuss ways to work together to fight 
terrorism and improve our national security.”

Former 1996 Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole was awarded on 
Wednesday January 17th the prestigious Congressional Gold Medal for his 35 
years of public service as a U.S. Representative and U.S. Senator for the State of 
Kansas as well as for his courageous service during World War II. Senators and 
Representatives of both parties paid tribute to Senator Dole as well as President 
Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda.

 Dole, 94, is probably best known for running against President Bill Clinton 
in the 1996 presidential election. Dole was also President Gerald Ford’s vice 
presidential running mate in the 1976 election. Dole served as the leader of 
the Senate Republicans from 1985 to 1996 and Chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee from 1981 to 1985. The former Senate Majority Leader was also 
Chairman of the Republican National Committee from 1971 - 1973 and was 
critically injured during a mission in Northern Italy during World War II.

By Alexander Santana
Tower Staff

Courtesy of NBC News
Courtesy of Wikipedia

Former U.S. Senator Bob Dole Receives Congressional Gold Medal

 On Wednesday, January 17th Apple released a five-year plan. This plan 
includes adding 20,000 jobs back into the U.S. economy. The company will also 
be adding in another campus and giving many of it’s employees a $2,500 stock 
bonus. It is reported the company holds about $245 billion dollars overseas 
and they will be bringing most of it back into the U.S. economy. Altogether, 
Apple will be adding $350 billion back into the U.S. economy. This is due to 
the new tax code that was introduced last month.

 On Thursday, January 18th, Amazon announced 20 cities in North America 
as finalists to host its second headquarters called HQ2. One city outside the 
United States, Toronto in Canada’s Ontario Province, is the only foreign final-
ist. While major cities such as Los Angeles, Chicago, Miami, Philadelphia, 
New York City, and Washington D.C. and other locations in its greater met-
ropolitan area are on the list, Maryland’s Montgomery County and Northern 
Virginia, are also in the final top 20. The company is expected to makes its 
final decision sometime this year.

By Liz Friden
Tower Staff

FINANCE NEWS
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March prep, from page 1

Students in Pro-life 
Organization Host Pep 
Rally Ahead of March 

for Life 

human dignity because it is 
an act of violence, but that we 
don’t need to be just like men 
in order to be successful, that 
we have the same human 
equality regardless of our 
gender,” Murphy said.

After the 1973 Supreme 
Court Ruling Roe v. Wade, 
abortion became legal and 
constitutional under the 
right to privacy within 
the 14th Amendment. 
The controversial medical 
procedure continues to 
remain a divided issue 
amongst the American 
population forty-six years 
later. According to recent 
2017 public opinion polling 
from Gallup, 29% believe 
that abortion should be legal 
under any circumstances, 
50% of Americans surveyed 
believe that it should be 
legal only under certain 
circumstances, and 18% want 
it illegal in all circumstances.

Student supporters of 
both sides of the issue agree 
on the need for the right to 
protest as well as the need for 
dialogue and comprehension 
between sides.

 Katie Hodgdon, 
junior politics major and 
Catholic University of 
America College Democrats 
vice president, said that 

although she disagrees with 
the movement, she supports 
everyone’s right to protest, 
one of the “great things about 
being an American”.

“However, being at 
CUA’s campus, you learn 
when to hold your tongue, 
especially during the week 
of March for Life,” Hodgdon 
said. “Since coming to CUA 
I see a new crowd of people 
of my generation being pro-
life, something unheard of 
at home. I question some 
of the ‘facts’, statistics, and 
hashtags people on both 
sides of the issue have.”

 When asked 
about the theme for the 2018 
March for Life, “Love Saves 
Lives”, Cardinals for Life 
president Diana Hernandez 
explained that “throwing 
facts and statistics at people 
doesn’t always get the 
message across, but it’s all 
about love”. 

 “It’s about that 
witness of love,” one student 
said. “If we know this truth 
we have to share this truth.”

 About four 
hundred Catholic University 
students registered to attend 
the March on Friday to listen 
to Speaker of the House Paul 
Ryan, U.S. representatives, 
and a video message from 

Freshman vocal performance 
major Julia Kelley was eager to 
help with the hospitality effort as a 
volunteer. 

“Without this option, many 
of these high school students 
wouldn’t be able to participate in 
the March,” Kelley said. “Some of 
them are coming from across the 
country. It’s important that young 
people get involved in causes they 
are passionate about.”

With all of these positive 
reactions, there is a question as 
to what benefits the University is 
receiving from this event. Mazur 
said that the high schools do not 
pay a fee to Catholic for letting 
them stay. 

“We don’t charge the high 
school students. The only way 
we’d make money off of it is if they 
decide to make a donation, and 
that’s completely voluntary. It’s up 
to them,” Mazur said. 

Instead of making money, 

the University hopes to benefit 
by showcasing its campus to 
prospective college students and 
fulfilling the Church’s mission of 
service. Hundreds of high school 
students were seen on tours, eating 
at the Pryzbyla Food Court, and 
exploring campus. 

It took a great number of 
volunteers, a number of weeks 
to prepare, and various efforts 
from Campus Ministry to make 
everything run smoothly. From 
preparing food and making staff 
t-shirts to making sure the DuFour 
Center is ready for so many 
students, this has been a challenging 
undertaking for Campus Ministry.

“I think big-picture wise, it’s 
part of our mission. We get to be 
part of the greater mission of the 
church,” Mazur said. “Many places 
wouldn’t be able to afford to come 
if we didn’t offer that. We really 
get to express that deeper part of 
hospitality.” 

Want to be a part of a community that 
values writing skills 

and cares about what’s 
happening at CUA?

Come join The Tower
Sunday at 7pm in

Pryz 103!

Pro-life Hospitality Provides 
a Place to Stay at No Charge 

for High Schoolers
hospitality, from page 1

Your ad could be here!! 

so could your competitor’s...

Student organizations, campus events, local businesses? 
Come one come all. 

ads@cuatower.com

CourtESy of KatiE Ward   
Junior Mary funk and freshman Clara Garcia hold up the signs they made after the 
March for Life Pep rally on tuesday, January 15th. 

Martin Luther King, 
Jr. by participating in this 
national day of service.” Then, 
the students were sent out to 
23 sites in and around the D.C. 
area.

Some sites served by 
students are visited on a weekly 
basis such as Beacon House 
and Little Sisters of the Poor, 
but the range of communities 
helped also extended to sites 
such as Anacostia Riverkeeper, 
the Franciscan Monastery 
Garden Guild, and Yu Ying 
Public Charter School.

At the Anacostia 
Riverkeeper, forty Catholic 
University students helped 
coordinate a clean-up event that 
picked up, sorted, weighed, 
and recorded approximately 
160 lb of bottles, 1100 lb of tires, 
and 4000 lb of other bulk trash. 
These are just some examples 
of the overwhelming amount 
of trash that was collected. 
The total number of pounds of 
trash soared over 8500 lb. 

At the Yu Ying Public 
Charter School, two of the 
University’s varsity athletic 
teams, the Women’s and Men’s 
basketball teams, joined forces 
to assist in packaging gifts for 
children and their families 
at the Children’s National 
Medical Center. Players and 
the younger students from 
the Charter School created 
bags filled with books, toys, 
and games to be distributed 
to the children, while players, 
parents, and older students 
filled bags with toiletries for 
the parents of those admitted 
to the hospital.

         In memory of 
Dr. King’s amazing work, 
all throughout the country 
students are asked to not take 
the “day off”, but use it as a “day 
on” for service to those around 
them. Martin Luther King Jr. 
said in his speech that he had a 
dream of a better America and 
we now commemorate his life 
by going out and making that 
world a reality.

More Than 800 Students 
Serve on MLK Jr. Day

MlK Day, from page 1
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tower editoriaL

At the beginning of this semester, 
the Pryz Student Restaurant hours 
changed again. For those of you who 
fell victim to the lack of communica-
tion from Dining Services, here are 
the new hours: Monday-Thursday 
7:30 AM-10 PM, Friday 7:30 AM-8 
PM, Saturday 8:30 AM-8 PM, Sunday 
8:30 AM-10 PM. For upperclassmen 
who had meal plans in recent years, it 
is clear to see that this is a vast change  
from your days of dropping by the 
Pryz just before 1 AM. And all of this 
is because of some poorly-distributed 
survey! If you looked at Dining Ser-
vices’ social media, you might be led 
to think that this was a student-driv-
en decision, with all the “We heard 
you!” graphics. But how many of us 
did they actually hear? The votes are 
in: 140 freshmen, 106 sophomores,  28 
juniors, and 34 seniors. They really 

got the voice of the school there- or 
at least ten percent of it.  AND the 
survey itself was only distributed 
through SGA members on the class 
Facebook pages! So only the people 
who check their class Facebook pages 
are the ones who saw this and voted. 
If you wanted to talk to the people 
whose opinion matter the most, there 
are over 800 freshmen who have to 
eat there. You didn’t even get a quar-
ter of the freshman voice! You could 
have tried an annoying survey email, 
one with the subject line “This affects 
you!” What 18-year-old still has a 
Facebook anyway? Besides that, the 
only two options you could vote for 
were the current schedule or for the 
upstairs Pryz to be open until 9:30 
PM every night. How convenient that 
there was no “Bring back the old Pryz 
hours” option there. 

DISCLAIMER: The opinions represented in cartoons, letters to the editor, guest commentary, and signed columns are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of The Tower or the University. 
Editorials represent the view of the majority of The Tower’s Editorial Board, listed on page two of this issue.

GuesT commenTary

rachel Garfield
class of 2019

On the 45th Anniversary 
of Roe v. WadeDid you REALLY hear us, Pryz?

 At this point, we are all aware of the 
language that was used by our presi-
dent to describe Haiti, El Salvador, 
and a number of African nations.  By 
choosing to use such language, the 
president has weakened our credibil-
ity on the world stage, insulted the 
heritage of many of our own citizens, 
and willfully ignored the fact that our 
thriving nation as it exists today is the 
direct result of centuries of continu-
ous immigration.  As abhorrent as the 
language may have been, what is most 
troubling is that it was used by the 
president as part of a question. “Why 
are we having these people…come 
here?” By asking such a question, even 
without the vulgarity in place, the 
president has revealed that he does 
not realize what an immigrant offers 
this country. 
 Unfortunately, the president may 
not be alone in his ignorance of what 
immigrants bring to our country.  In 
our increasingly insular society, in 
which fewer and fewer Americans 
engage in any social interaction, it has 
become far too easy for us to ignore 
or overlook the contributions that 
immigrants still bring to this country, 
regardless of their country of origin.  
At a time when interpersonal com-
munication is on the decline, it is more 
important than ever for us to share the 
stories of our own interactions with 
immigrants.  By sharing such stories, 
we can begin to eradicate the igno-
rance that leads some of us to question 
the value of immigrants in our society.
 Last year, while working in the 
Washington office of Senator Ed 
Markey, I had the pleasure of meeting 
a guest of the Senator, Said Ahmed.  
Said’s story is one that deserves to be 
told.  When Said arrived in the United 
States at the age of twelve as a refu-
gee from Somalia, he did not speak 
a word of English.  However, upon 
his arrival in Boston, Said was able 
to integrate into society, especially 
with the help of afterschool sports 
programs and community support 
systems.  Said developed a passion 
for running, becoming a standout run-
ner at Boston English High School 
and a four-time All-American at the 
University of Arkansas.  Said even 
had the opportunity to represent our 
country in competition, as a member 
of the United States Track and Field 
Team.  In addition to representing our 

country in athletics, Said has impacted 
our society for the better in numerous 
ways.  Realizing that many newly-
arriving immigrants did not have a 
support system similar to the one that 
he had once benefitted from, Said 
established United Somali Youth in 
2009.  The program, designed to teach 
kids essential life skills, now provides 
a social support system for more than 
500 youngsters in the Boston area 
who are the children of African immi-
grants.  Said is also the doting father 
of three children, and a devoted hus-
band.
 But perhaps his greatest contri-
bution to our community is Said’s 
full-time profession.  Said is a teach-
er at South Boston High School: an 
American History teacher.  The stu-
dents at South Boston Excel High 
School are truly privileged to be 
taught the story of our country by 
someone who truly exemplifies what 
our nation stands for.  Said Ahmed, an 
immigrant, has already done more to 
affect positive change in this country 
than some flag waving, natural-born 
Americans will do in a lifetime, and 
he is not slowing down any time soon.  
To answer our president’s question, 
Said Ahmed is the reason why we are 
having these people come here.  

          Thomas Doyle and Said Ahmed

GuesT commenTary

Thomas Doyle
class of 2018

“Why Are We Having These 
People Come Here?”

Quill
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 The Supreme Court made its 1973 
decision in Roe v. Wade under the 
Fourteenth Amendment. In a 7-2 
decision, the court ruled that because 
of the right to privacy, women have 
total autonomy over their bodies, 
especially within the first trimester of 
a pregnancy. Women already expe-
rience gender stratification against 
men; gender inequality would 
increase if women lost autonomy 
over their bodies. The Second Wave 
feminist movement of the 1960s and 
‘70s focused on the sexual limits 
placed upon women, calling particu-
lar attention to gender roles, wom-
en’s labor, and access to abortion. 
Lack of access to safe, legal abortion 
brings serious threats to women’s 
health. In the pre-Roe period, women 
needing an abortion were advised to 
drink bleach or even use household 
items as surgical tools. Throughout 
the 1940s and ‘50s, most municipal 
hospitals maintained “septic wards” 
for women infected by disease dur-
ing illegal abortions. Devastating 
consequences followed: in the eleven 
years before the Roe v. Wade decision 
alone, almost five thousand women 
died due to complications following 
illegal, unsafe abortion procedures. 
 In 1947, the number of women 
who died from abortion complica-
tions was 700.
 In 2009, that number was eight.
It is undeniable: even if legislation or 
court rulings decide that abortion is 
illegal, people will go to great lengths 
to have an abortion. Overturning the 
1973 decision would be not just ideo-
logically but medically regressive, as 
access to legal abortion has helped 
women’s healthcare progress. 
 The CDC reported that, in 2017, 
abortion rates hit the lowest they 
have ever been since the 1973 deci-

sion. When human beings are pro-
vided with birth control and edu-
cation about their bodies, abortion 
does not seem like the only option. 
One organization that has played 
a crucial role in educating people 
about birth control and sexual health 
is Planned Parenthood.
 Planned Parenthood works 
toward ending the stigmas sur-
rounding women’s bodies, birth 
control, and sexual education. The 
attacks on Planned Parenthood arise 
from the inaccurate belief that its 
primary function is to provide abor-
tions; however, that is not the case. 
Ninety-seven percent of Planned 
Parenthood’s health services are 
STI/STD testing and treatment (for 
both men and women), providing 
affordable and safe contraceptives 
(including vasectomies, ovulation 
calendars, and birth-control medi-
cation), cancer screenings, sexual 
education for teens and adults, and 
adoption referrals. The remaining 
3% is abortion services. To look at 
these statistics is to look at a health 
care provider that is pioneering the 
way for sexual health and aware-
ness—a noble, worthy, and needed 
cause.
 Being pro-choice no longer means 
simply defending the decision made 
by the Supreme Court over forty 
years ago. Today, being pro-choice 
means accepting that abortion 
within the first trimester is not the 
termination of human life. Society 
can never truly get rid of abor-
tion, only safe abortions. To restrict 
women’s reproductive rights is to 
strip women of the agency they 
have over their own bodies. Limits 
placed on abortion will only take 
our society backwards.

GuesT commenTary

regina Brennan
class of 2021

I Stand with the Pro-
Choice Movement

 I live in an unusual place on the 
Internet. I am a feminist and am 
engaged in many virtual circles that 
talk about women’s equality. I have 
been following many of these pages 
for years because they are the ones, 
for the most part, who are loudly 
speaking out against the systemic 
sexism that women from many 
different backgrounds face in our 
society. At the same time, I’m also 
pro-life. On my own, I don’t think 
that these two identities conflict 
with each other, but a lot of other 
people try to tell me that they do. 
I hear from many pro-lifers that I 
shouldn’t label myself a feminist 
because “they” are all pro-choice, 
and I hear in my feminist circles 
that you cannot be a “real” feminist 
without being in favor of abortion 
legalization.
 Because of my commitment to 
equality, I would usually be tempt-
ed to say that a woman should have 
total control over her own body and 
in most circumstances I will stand 
by that. But I would also say that a 
woman’s fetus, although it is inside 
of her, is not her. She and the fetus 
have different DNA, have separate 
hearts, brains, and senses. If it they 
did not, I would 100% agree that a 
woman should have the choice to 
have an abortion, but it is not her 
body that she wants to remove and 
effectively extinguish, but another’s. 
The choice about their right to freely 
live is not hers to make.
The thought of becoming a parent 

unexpectedly is intimidating. We 
have these visions of what we think 
our lives will be, and anything that 
unexpectedly changes that can be 
frightening, We need to stop believ-
ing the lie, though, that parenthood 
gets in the way of our lives: it is a 
high privilege to bring children into 
this world or raise them. Children 
are a blessing. Ask any parent and 
they will tell you: their children are 
the most important parts of their 
world. 
 Roe v. Wade perpetuates a world-
view that underestimates women. 
It implies that when life doesn’t 
go as expected and things might 
change or be hard, you have to have 
a way out because you probably 
couldn’t face it and still do anything 
else. Women are incredible and can 
handle a lot. Life is hard and we can 
face our challenges head on, but no 
one said we should have to do it 
alone. We must make more family 
positive policy and social changes to 
support parents.
 Here we are, 45 years after Roe 
v. Wade was ruled, and I am not 
convinced that it has made women 
advance more towards social equal-
ity. I see a lot of women who are 
trapped because they have been told 
that they cannot give birth to a child 
and pursue their dreams, that they 
have to choose one or the other. If 
anything, I think after 45 years that 
it has left a lot of people left with 
loss in their hearts. 
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 Opening in theaters this 
past December 2017, The 
Greatest Showman con-
tinues to transcend audi-
ences this newly started 
year. Nominated for three 
Golden Globes and tak-
ing one home, this movie 
shows promise in the world 
of Hollywood. The musical 
tells the story of how the 
circus came to be. It is a 
storyline filled with love, 
friendship, and family, all 
told by a series of songs 
that will fill your body with 
the need to dance in the 
middle of the theater. 
 The music was written 
by the duo Pasek and Paul, 
the same songwriters that 
wrote La La Land’s beau-
tiful music. The Greatest 
Showman has a different 
beat than what Pasek and 
Paul intended for La La 
Land. When I first heard 
that the music had been 
done by the same songwrit-
ers, I was hesitant to go see 
the movie since my expec-
tations were automatically 
set very high. However, The 
Greatest Showman delivered 
with flying colors. 
 The storyline moves 

quickly with major plot-
twisting events happen-
ing every 15 minutes or 
so, making the audience 
stay on their toes. The cast 
was excellently picked, 
with Hugh Jackman as the 
showman, Zac Efron as the 
showman’s business part-
ner, Michelle Williams as 
the showman’s wife, and 
Zendaya as a circus acro-
bat. The movie follows the 
life of P.T Barnum, found-
er of Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum and Bailey Circus, 
a passionate man with a 
fascination for the unusual. 
It’s a fast-paced movie as 
Barnum falls in love, chas-
es his dreams, and learns 
valuable lessons. 
 The movie is composed 
with upbeat music and 
powerful and moving 
rhythms to match the mes-
sage evoked by all the circus 
characters, the true heroes 
of the story. The bearded 
lady, the dwarf, the acro-
bats, and the fattest man in 
the world all symbolize a 
key theme of the film: dif-
ferent is beautiful. When 
hired by P.T. Barnum to join 
the circus, all these “outsid-
ers” find a home and a fam-

ily among each other and 
break all racist and discrim-
inatory behavior done by 
their hometown. Together 
they embrace their differ-
ences and enjoy who they 
are with no shame. 
 If there’s one word I could 
use to describe this movie, 
it is “passionate”. The 
actors evoke this passion 
through their dancing and 
singing, plus the director’s 
choice for various close-ups 
heightens the feel of inten-
sity. Throughout the movie, 
scenes are filled with vari-
ous short close-ups to the 
eyes when lovers meet or to 
the feet for a specific dance 
move, as well as moments 
of silence, where the sur-
roundings are muffled to 
increase the intensity of one 
exact moment. It’s not just 
the actor’s skilled dance 
moves and good directorial 
choices that evoke passion, 
but also in the acting. Every 
character is represented in 
such a unique inspiring 
way. 
 The Greatest Showman is 
in theaters now, and it is a 
treat to sit back and enjoy 
such a heartwarming musi-
cal. 

By: Daniela Sol  
Tower Staff

By: iain HigginS   
Tower Staff

Review: The Greatest Showman  

Want to write for A&E?
 

 Email Daniela Sol at 67sol@cua.edu! 

  The cry for Camila Cabello’s debut 
album has been deafening in the closing 
months of 2017. The twenty-year-old’s 
break from former group Fifth Harmony 
was controversial, and fans have been 
clamoring to see if she could stand on 
her own. From the opening moments, 
it’s easy to tell this album is far more put 
together than anything Fifth Harmony 
has ever done, with a more mature sound 
and an acute observation of what makes 
pop songs so widely appealing. The 
album starts out strong with four upbeat 
songs that keep the beginning of the 
album light. “Never Be The Same” and 
“All These Years” are more sedated and 
melodic, but on “She Loves Control” and 
“Havana,” Cabello confidently shows 
the listener how quickly she can shift her 
tone.
  Nothing feels sickly sweet, as one 
might come to expect from a Fifth Harmony 
dropout— save for perhaps parts of 
“Inside Out” and “Consequences,” the 
two throw-away tracks on the album. 
They both feel like remnants of her 
former career, instead of bold new for-
ays into solo life, like the remainder of 
the album. They follow one another in 
succession as songs 5 and 6, but once 
they conclude, the album picks itself up 
from the minor mid-tracklist slump with 
“Real Friends.” One of the best songs on 

the album, it showcases Cabello’s abil-
ity to turn an extremely simple riff into 
something special. She does this same 
thing earlier in the album on “All These 
Years”. Cabello’s affinity for the simplis-
tic sets the LP apart from its peers that 
employ heavy-handed production, to the 
point of weighing many of these albums 
down. It is refreshing to hear a tracklist 
unmuddied by suffocating electronics, 
and it calls to mind Justin Bieber’s latest 
album.
  Few songs on this album make you 
want to get up and dance, and that’s a 
good thing. There are enough pop and 
hip-hop albums out right now to force 
you out of your seat. Cabello’s subtle 
approach to pop instrumentation is a 
gratifying experience without the need 
for a dance floor (although “She Loves 
Control” is one of the best club bangers 
of the past year). The best songs sit some-
where in between danceable and relax-
ing, such as “In The Dark” and “Into 
It,” the album’s two stellar concluding 
tracks. Sure, they would sound good in 
a club setting, but they do just as well 
acting as soundtrack to an easy night in 
with friends. 
  The album’s biggest weakness is 
its lyrical quality. With pop’s run of 
extremely creative lyricists in recent 
years, namely Lana Del Rey and Lorde, 

Cabello’s hackneyed lines about love 
and growing up feel vapid. She truly 
needs to work on her wordplay and the-
matic focus if she wants to stay ahead of 
the changing and challenging pop mar-
ket. After all, “Something’s Gotta Give” 
sounds like it could have been penned 
by a late ‘90s-era Britney Spears, and 
that’s not okay in 2018.
 Camila is a good piece of pop that 
is easy to listen to and sticks around 
after you’re done. It isn’t necessarily 
groundbreaking, but Cabello proves she 
can stand on her own, apart from a 
group of four others supporting her. The 
album’s fresh, slack simplicity is its larg-
est strength,  earning it a 7/10 rating. 

CourTESy of MyfoLIo.CoM

CourTESy of offICIAL CHArTS

A Review of CAMILA: Cabello’s 
Debut Album    
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  The CUA Men’s 
Basketball team contin-
ued a dominant string 
of games with a 90-64 
thrashing of the Goucher 
Gophers. The win advanc-
es the team’s record to 9-7 
overall and 3-2 in con-
ference. The Wednesday, 
January 18th home win 
pushes the team to a three-
way tie with Moravian 
and Scranton for the third 
spot in the Landmark 
Conference.
     The team went on a hot 

streak over winter break, 
going 5-1 over the three-
week period including 
a victory in the Catholic 
Holiday Inn College Park 
Classic in the DuFour 
Center. The team has been 
led by senior forward Jay 
Howard, who is averag-
ing 24/7/2 and shoot-
ing 55% from the field. 
Junior winger Jimmy 

Golaszewski has been a 
breakout star for the team, 
averaging 15/5/2 while 
shooting 54% from the 
field and 53% from deep 
on 6 attempts per game.
    The win over the 

Gophers was a team effort 
as 10 different Cardinals 
made appearances on the 
score sheet. The squad 
also shot 48% from the 
field and only turned the 
ball over 8 times. Howard 
led the way once again 
with a 22 point effort, 
his 6th straight game 
with 20+ points. The 6’4” 
power forward shot 10-15 
from the field and tacked 
on 7 boards, 2 assists, and 
a steal on the stat sheet. 
Sophomore Riley Hayes 
dominated the glass in 
his second straight effort 
with at least 14 rebounds 
and added 12 points on 
the night for the center’s 
3rd double-double of the 
year.
   The Gophers found 

the scoreboard first on 
an opening 3-pointer, but 
the Cardinals took control 
of the game immediately 
after, going on a 14-2 run. 
The team went into the 
half with a healthy 43-29 
lead. Goucher started the 
second half strong when 
it cut the CUA lead down 
to only 6 points, but the 
Cardinals could not be 
stopped as they expand-
ed the deficit to 31 points 
with only 6 minutes left in 
the game.
   Hayes and Howard 

contributed most of their 
statistics by dominat-
ing Goucher in the paint. 
The Cards outscored the 
Gophers 38-10 on points 
in the paint. CUA also 
outrebounded their oppo-
nents 49-36. The Birds 
also dominated the defen-
sive battle, holding their 
opponents to shooting 
34% from the field and 
converted 20 points off 13 
Goucher turnovers.

   Golaszewski was once 
again a standout with 14 
points and sophomore 
Ross Gerber had 12 points 
to round out the teams 
4 double-digit scorers. 
Junior point guard Andre 
Mitchell was facilitating 
the teams scoring with 8 
assists with 0 turnovers in 
almost 30 minutes of play.
       The team looks to 

continue this streak as 
it takes on the Royals 
of Scranton in a key 
Landmark Conference 

matchup this Saturday at 
the DuFour Center. The 
Royals are only one game 
ahead of the Cardinals in 
the Landmark table. This 
is also the first time the 
two sides will meet since 
Scranton eliminated the 
Cards 75-68 in last season’s 
Landmark Conference 
playoffs. The game is set 
to tip off at 2 PM and 
will precede the women’s 
matchup against Scranton 
following the game’s con-
clusion.

CUA Cardinals
Upcoming 

Events

CUACARDINALS.COM

By Jared Prenda
Tower Staff

Interested in Writing 
for Sports?

Contact Jared Prenda
email: 

prenda@cua.edu

Howard, Hayes Lead Cardinals Over Gophers 90-64

Women’s Basketball Rolls Over 
Goucher 68-31

COuRTeSy Of CuaCaRdinalS.COm 

Sophomore Riley Hayes (12 points, 15 Rebounds) celebrates with senior 
andre mitchell ( 8 points. 8 assists) following a foul.

By Jared Prenda
Tower Staff

 Head Coach Matt 
Donohue’s team lived up to 
its preseason expectations 
as it squared off against 
the Goucher Gophers this 
past Wednesday, January 
17th. The Lady Cards 
decimated their oppo-
nents 68-31 in the road 
conference matchup. This 
win improved the team’s 
record to 12-4 overall (3-2 
in conference), and keeps 
the team tied for third 
place in the Landmark 
rankings.
  The team rotated 

heavily through its line-
up, fielding 13 players 
throughout the match-up 
and relied heavily on the 
reserves. Senior substitute 
Sam Cowan had a tre-
mendous performance as 
she shot 100% from the 
field, including 3-3 from 
3-point range, resulting in 
a game-leading 15 points 
and a team-high 8 boards. 
Rookie Kate Parker joined 
her with a career-high 
8-points and fellow fresh-
man Courtney McCool 
registered a career-high 4 
points.

        The team got off to a 
slow start as the Gophers 
managed to hold on to a 
4-3 lead for the opening 
five minutes of the game 
before a jumper from 
senior Payton Smith gave 
the Cards a lead.
       This was the first time 

that senior transfer Briana 
Bull faced her former 
team, and hit a go ahead 
and-1 to give the Birds 
a lead that would later 
stretch to as much as a 
37-point margin. Outside 
of this, Bull had a rather 
quiet performance against 
her rival squad, going 1-6 
from the field for 3 points 
with only 2 assists in 19 
minutes of action.
     If the first quarter was 

slow, the second was any-
thing but it as the Catholic 
side lit up its opponent, 
outscoring Goucher 21-5, 
and securing a very secure 
32-11 lead into the break.
     The Cardinals’ defense 

was especially on display 
in the contest, as they 
held Goucher to its low-
est point total of the sea-
son at 31. The team also 

controlled the defensive 
battle by forcing 21 turn-
overs compared to just 12 
of its own, and generating 
13 steals while suppress-
ing its opponent to 21% 
shooting from the field. 
Catholic also controlled 
the battle on the boards, 
56-41.
     The game was a 

perfect tune-up for the 
Cardinals as they return 
to the DuFour Center for 
this Saturday’s double-
header against Scranton. 
The Royals are tied atop 
the table with an 15-1 
record, with a 4-1 confer-
ence record.  Similar to the 
men’s matchup, this will 
be the first time the two 
squads will meet since 
Scranton triumphed over 
CUA in the Landmark 
Conference playoffs. Also 
adding to the rivalry is 
the fact that Catholic was 
ranked 1st in the confer-
ence in the preseason 
polls, only a few votes 
ahead of Scranton. The 
tip off is scheduled for 4 
PM on Saturday, January 
20th.

COuRTeSy Of CuaCaRdinalS.COm

Senior Sam Cowan shot 100% from the field for 15 points in the Wednesday blow out victory over Goucher.

Scranton                             Sat., Jan. 20             4:00 PM

Women’s Basketball

Scranton                              Sat., Jan. 20            2:00 PM

Men’s Basketball

at Susquehanna                   Wed., Jan. 24           7:00 PM

at Randolph-Macon              Sat., Jan. 20         1:00 PM

Swimming and Diving

at Ursinas Collegeville C.     Sat., Jan. 20         10:00 AM

Indoor Track and Field

Susquehanna                      Wed., Jan. 24             7:00 PM
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