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Nobel Prize Winner Gives 
a Lecture at CUA Biology 

Symposium

Rev. James Martin 
Disinvited by University 

Seminary to Speak 

By makeNzIe wINter
Tower Staff

See Nobel Prize Lecture,  page 4

Catholic University of 
America’s national seminary 
last week withdrew its 
invitation for James Martin to 
speak at the seminary’s annual 
alumni event, citing the concern 
that his views about the LGBT 
community needing to have 
a better relationship with the 
Catholic Church may become a 
distraction at the event, based 
on complaints from various 
Catholic online websites such as 
Father Z, ChurchMilitant.com 
and LifeSiteNews.com .

Martin had been scheduled 
to speak at the Theological 
College’s annual alumni event 

on October 4th to lecture about 
the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
with no plans to discuss his own 
personal positions on LGBT 
issues or his latest book. Due 
to increasing criticism from a 
variety of conservative Catholic 
online websites, especially from 
social media, Reverend Gerald 
McBrearity, the seminary’s 
rector, made the final decision 
to rescind Martin’s invitation 
because he and others within 
the seminary believed that his 
presence would be a distraction 
from the 100th anniversary of 
the seminary’s founding.

 “In no way does 
this decision signal approval or 
agreement with the comments 

or accusations that the various 
social media sites have made 
over the recent weeks,” the 
seminary wrote in a September 
15th press release.

 Catholic University 
of America’s president John 
Garvey followed Sept. 16th with 
a statement online disapproving 
the rescinded invitation to 
Reverend Martin from the 
university’s seminary.

 “The campaigns by 
various groups to paint Father 

Martin’s talk as controversial 
reflect the same pressure 
being applied by the left for 
universities to withdraw 
speaker invitations,” President 
Garvey wrote. “Universities 
and their related entities should 
be places for the free, civil 
exchange of ideas. Our culture is 
increasingly hostile to this idea. 
It is problematic that individuals 
and groups within our Church 
demonstrate this same inability 
to make 

See Lynch Interview,  page 3

By duaNe paul murphY 
Tower Staff

Founded in 1922

Nobel Prize Winner in Medicine, 
Dr. Louis Ignarro, spoke at the 
Catholic University of America Biology 
Symposium last week about his work on 
nitric oxide and finding one’s passion.  

For students, Ignarro stresses the 
importance of choosing an area of study 
that one is passionate about. “You’ve 
got to find something you really enjoy 
doing,” said  Ignarro. “You have to find 
your niche.  You should gather in as 
much background information as you 
can of what you want to study.”

He presented his lecture, The 
Road To Stockholm—A Noble Mission, 
which entertained hundreds of the 
Catholic University community, 

including students, faculty, and staff at 
the Edward J. Pryzbyla Center in Great 
Room B.

His passion for learning and 
science started when he received his 
first chemistry set at the age of eight.   

“I wanted a chemistry set to 
make firecrackers,” said Ignarro.  “I 
loved fireworks and rocket fuel.  Using 
the manual, I would perform litmus 
tests.  Then I would add clear solutions 
together and out would come a clear 
white precipitate.  That was mind 
boggling to me.  I had to keep doing it 
more and more.  I also used to find dead 
animals in the street and dissect them.”

Ignarro, 76, is a pharmacologist 
and was a professor at University of 

John Carroll Lynch has been 
an Italian-American barber in 
Gran Torino, a prime murder 
suspect in Zodiac, President 
Lyndon B. Johnson in Jackie, 
and even a serial-killing clown 
in American Horror Story, 
but before that, he starred at 
Catholic’s Hartke Theater. 
For the first time in the actor’s 
lengthy career, he takes on the 
role of director.

 Lynch studied theater 
at Catholic and graduated 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree in 1986. He noted that 
he spent a great deal of his 
time at Hartke Theater with the 
school’s drama department. His 
acting experience that began 
at Catholic led him to play an 
incredibly diverse range of 
characters in his career. Lynch 
has done comedy, drama, and 
every other genre, from thriller 
and mystery to melodrama and 

horror. 
 In a wide-ranging 

interview with The Tower 
on September 19th, Lynch 
discussed film, faith, and even 
sports ahead of the release of his 
directorial debut Lucky, set to be 
shown in select theaters this fall 
before a national release. In his 
first shot as a director, Lynch 
explores themes of spirituality 
and human connection that are 
central in Lucky. He said that 
these ideas have always been 
compelling and important to 
him, and that his years as a CUA 
student definitely influence his 
life today. 

 “I went to a Jesuit high 
school, I went to Catholic 
University, there’s no way I 
can get around my Catholic 
worldview,” said Lynch, a 
Colorado native. “I do believe 
in the importance of what we 
do here, in this world, how 
we treat one another, and our 

See Rev. Martin,  page 3

Interview: CU Alum John 
Carroll Lynch Discusses 

Life, Faith, and New Movie 
By Jimmy Cassidy
Tower Staff

CourTeSy of AmeriCA mAgAzine  

fr. James martin was set to speak at Theological College on october 4th for an alumni event.

CourTeSy of DAnA rene Bowler - CuA PuBliC AffAirS   

Dr. louis ignarro spoke about his discoveries and the nobel Prize to more than 300 people. 
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Class of 2018
1. Matthew Skros
2. Alexa Schimp

Class of 2019
1. Jimmy Harrington
2. John Connolly

Class of 2020
1. Weston Kirby
2. Elise LaFleur

Class of 2021
1. Sean O’Grady
2. Alexandra Kilgore

School of  Architecture
1. Sara Cangarlu
2. Kelly Reed

School of Arts and Sciences
1. Cavan Hagerty
2. Alexander Santana

School of Business
1. Nicholas Spinelli
2. Kevin Walsh

School of Engineering
1. Olivia  Giangiordano
2. Mina Grace Larraquel

School of Music
1. Aaron Mackisey
2. Elizabeth Andrew

School of Nursing
1. Leigh Calotta
2. TBA

School of Philosophy
1. TBA
2. TBA

School of Theology
1. Antoine Rask
2. Alec McGuire

School of Social Work
1. Matthew Finley
2. Patricia Halloran
 

 

9/17/17 
When: 9/17/17
Where: Flather Hall
What: On the listed date time and location, R-1 of CUA staff, discovered tiles 
were damaged in the fourth floor celiling, and shaving cream had been sprayed 
on fixtures in the men’s room.

Your ad could be here!! 

*HILARIOUS 
ATTENTION GETTER*

Student organizations, campus events, local 
businesses? Come one come all. 

ads@cuatower.com

 Elections for the 2017-2018 Catholic University of America Student Government 
Association Senate took place on Wednesday, September 20. Two positions for each class 
and each of the nine academic schools were up for grabs. Thirteen of the twenty three 
elected senators will be serving their first term on the Senate with ten re-elected senators.

 There are still three vacant seats in the Senate, one from the School of Nursing and two in 
the School of Philosophy. The Student Government officers are counting up write-in votes 
from the students of those schools to fill those seats. Students who won the seats through 
write-in victories will be asked to serve; if they turn down the position, the Student Body 
President will appoint a student to serve. Jon Paul Weiss, SGA Vice-President, adds, “We 
would like to have a full Senate by our first meeting on October 2nd.”

 “This year’s student senate elections drew a record number of students to vote and we are 
very excited about each of the newly elected Senators. Serving a specific group of students 
allows the SGA Senators a unique opportunity to advocate for their peers. I extend my con-
gratulations to all of the winners and look forward to seeing all that they accomplish this 
year.”
 Brianna Howard, class of 2018, SGA President

 “This year’s SGA Senate Elections had record turnouts in every class as well as every 
school. The current members of SGA welcome both re-elected as well as newly elected 
Senators this academic year. We are excited to work closely with the Senator-elects in 
advocating for the student body. SGA has many goals this year, especially in increasing the 
communication between SGA, administrators of the university and the student body as a 
whole.”
 Jonathan Weiss, class of 2018, SGA Vice-President

 “I think the election went very smoothly, and delivered some terrific results. I was also 
happy to see how many more and newer students ended up running for positions; SGA 
depends on students being involved!”
 Matthew Skros, class of 2018

 “I was just elected to serve my third term in the Senate representing the Class of 2019. I’m 
ecstatic to have the opportunity to represent my class in our student government and to our 
administration again this year. Our goal in SGA  is always to work as advocates for the stu-
dent body to the administration and it seems like we have a great group working towards 
that goal this year I look forward to working with President Howard, Vice President Weiss, 
and the Senate Body on the student body’s behalf.”
 Jimmy Harrington, class of 2019

 “It was an honor to have been elected on Wednesday and I look forward to representing 
the School of Arts and Sciences for the 2017-2018 school year. I cannot express how grateful 
I am to all those that voted for me. I can’t wait to start working with all my fellow Senators 
in supporting initiatives that will benefit all students and truly make positive differences at 
Catholic University. I hope to have respectful dialogue between students and administra-
tors so students can share they opinions on academics, student affairs, and other important 
issues. I look forward to making the Senate accountable and accessible to the entire student 
body and a place where all ideas and concerns are always heard and valued.
 Alexander Santana, class of 2020  

 “This year on SGA I’m looking forward to advocating for the freshman class and getting 
the class of 2021 involved in decisions that are made here on campus. For me, voting is abso-
lutely critical no matter who your vote goes to so I tried to make it as convenient as possible 
for students to choose who’d represent them in SGA. All in all, I’m so excited and honored 
to have been elected and I can guarantee that I will put all of my energy and talents towards 
being the best senator I can be for the class of 2021!”
 Alexandra Kilgore, class of 2021

Are you a business 
student? 

Looking for sales 
experience? 

The Tower could use you 
to help!

Contact: 
66ferraro@cua.edu

Interested in advertising?
ads@cuatower.com
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Rev. MaRtin, from page 1

President Garvey and 
the National Media 
React to Seminary’s 

Decision

distinctions and to exercise 
charity.”

 Martin, a Jesuit 
reverend who is editor-at-
large at America and consulter 
to the Vatican Secretariat for 
Communications, recently 
wrote and published a book 
through Harper Collins 
Publisher entitled Building A 
Bridge, which discusses how 
the LGBT community and 
the Catholic Church itself can 
create dialogue and relations 
between each other. 

 “I was 
disappointed, but less for 
me, and more for what it said 
about the pressure that some of 
these self-appointed orthodoxy 
police exert,” Martin wrote in 
an email to The Tower.

 Students on the 
university’s campus were 
supportive of President 
Garvey’s response to the 
seminary and surprised due 
to the fact that he and his 
administration do not officially 
recognize CUAllies, the 
university’s unofficial LGBT 
group, on campus.

 “It makes me happy 
that Garvey disagrees with the 
Theological College’s decision, 
because he is the one who will 
not let CUAllies be recognized 
as a club of the university,” 
said freshman student Michelle 
Brencher. “So this is a step 
forward for the University and 
hopefully by the end of the year 
CUAllies will be recognized.”

 This particularly 
incident is not the first time 
that The Catholic University 
of America has dealt with 
when it comes to tensions 
between the school and the 
LGBT community. In 2014, 
the university told College 
Democrats to delay an event 
called “Milk and Cookies” in 
which a screening of the movie 
Milk was going to be presented 
during LGBT Awareness Month 
in October. Two years later, in 
April of 2016, about 10 students 
protested controversial 
conservative writer Matt 
Walsh’s speaking engagement 
hosted by the Intercollegiate 
Studies Institute.

Rev. Martin additionally 
told The Tower that the dialogue 
and relations between LGBT 
community and the Catholic 
Church is a slow, but delicate 
process.

“My sense is that it is in 
these gradual steps that LGBT 
people can make real progress,” 
Martin said. “So it’s a healthy 
tension between confidence 
and patience.  And, above all, 
trust in God.”  

Rev. Martin’s 
replacement has been yet 
announced by the university’s 
seminary.

Staff Writer Duane Paul 
Murphy reported on this story.

responsibility to care for the poor 
and the sick and to make sure 
people are safe. That responsibility 
is a great gift, a particularly great 
gift of this current Pope, and I 
cannot get around that; I don’t 
want to.”

 The ideas of purpose, 
enlightenment, and mortality 
are all on display in Lynch’s film 
Lucky, as the screenplay follows 
the journey of a 90-year old 
atheist exploring that void of faith 
and spirituality as his time on 
earth winds down. In one scene, 
the main character Lucky, played 
by the late acclaimed actor Harry 
Dean Stanton, walks right past a 
church service on the way to the 
diner after going to the doctor’s 
office. For Lynch, since the word 
Catholic means “universal” it 
does not necessarily limit his 
experience of other faith and 
points of view, noting comparative 
religions classes that he took and 
appreciated at Catholic.  

 “I think that spiritual life is 
available to you, even if you don’t 
believe in God. That’s in this 
movie,” Lynch said.

 Although Lucky is a fictional 
story, it is very much a love letter 
to the life and work of Stanton, 
whose death at 91 on September 
15th has brought more attention 
to his final movie. Lynch 
commented that it was both a 
great privilege and challenge to 
work with someone like Stanton 
as a first time filmmaker. 

 “To guide Harry Dean 
Stanton, you had to earn it 
because he’s forgotten more 
about acting than most people 
know,” Lynch said. “It was such 
a personal version of his story; it 
was like the roots of his life were 
inside this piece because it was 
inspired by him, for him, and 
written about him.” 

 In the film, the fiercely 
independent Lucky becomes 
fearful at the precipice of his 
life, and searches for some 
enlightenment amidst his 
loneliness. Lynch thinks that 
journey can be inspiring for 
anyone. 

 “Regardless of one’s faith, 
our time is limited, and we have 
to come to terms with that. The 
void for many, including Lucky, 
is God, in a way. It’s faith!” Lynch 
said. 

 Lynch concluded that the 
best metaphor can be found in 
sports on the topic of faith. Each 
sport has a beautiful thing to tell 
us how to live, as can religions. 
He loves the idea of extra time in 
soccer — “you don’t know exactly 
when the game’s over, that’s life!” 
as well as baseball that is played 
everyday and involves so much 
failing in the midst of success. 

 Lynch returned to Catholic 
for a Q&A and screening of The 
Founder, in which he co-stars as 
an owner of the first McDonald’s 
restaurant, on Wednesday, 
September 20th, appearing in the 
same Hartke Theater where he 
once starred as a student.

Want to be a part of a 
community that values 
writing skills and cares 

about what’s happening 
at CUA?

Come join The Tower
Sunday at 7pm in

Pryz 103!

John Carroll Lynch: 
From Hartke to 

Hollywood
Lynch inteRview, from page 1

CourtESy of DrEW CarEy ShoW  

John Carroll Lynch, class of 1986, makes his directorial debut this fall with the film Lucky, 
starring the late harry Dean Stanton.

CourtESy of thEoLogiCaL CoLLEgE  

theological College, the seminary affiliated with the Catholic university of america.
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AA MEETS ON THURSDAY AT 7:30 PM
   

CALDWELL HALL 331B

Nobel Laureate 
Speaks to Catholic 
Nobel Prize lecture
 from page 1

California, Los Angeles and 
Tulane University.  Ignarro 
is originally from New York 
and comes from an Italian 
family.  He is an avid cyclist 
as well as a runner of 14 
marathons.  He attended 
Columbia University as 
an undergraduate and 
completed graduate school 
at University of Minnesota.  
Before beginning his 
teaching career, Ignarro 
worked for the National 
Institutes of Health, where he 
did research on the functions 
of the cardiovascular system.  
As a professor, Ignarro won 
numerous teaching awards, 
including the AMSA Golden 
Apple Award.

 Many of 
the awards were given to 
Ignarro by his students, 
which reflects his passion for 
teaching and education.  

“The teachers I had 
in my early education were 
about as effective as that 
wall,” said Ignarro, who 
now lives in Beverly Hills, 
California.  “They had the 
opportunity to teach subjects 
that were incredible, but 
they couldn’t do it.  I always 
said to myself, ‘If I ever go 
into academics, that I am 
going to teach and I’m going 
to do it well.’”

His inquisitiveness 
lead him to pursue higher 
education, combining 
his interests in biology 
and chemistry to study 
pharmacology. 

Ignarro and his 
colleagues, Robert F. 
Furchgott and Ferid Murad, 
won a Nobel Prize in 1998 
for their studies on nitric 
oxide.  He explained that 
nitric oxide is a unique 
signaling molecule that is 
widespread throughout 
the body, which lowers 
elevated blood pressure, 
improves blood flow, and 
inhibits blood clotting.  
According to Ignarro, nitric 
oxide had been discovered 
in Stockholm at the Alfred 
Nobel factory, where 
workers were exposed to 
nitric oxide, which provided 
immediate relief to those 
with previous chest pain, or 
angina.  However, how nitric 
oxide functioned in the body 
was yet unknown.

With further research, 
Ignarro discovered that 
nitric oxide is a molecule 
that exists within the human 
body.  Nitric oxide allows 
for smooth muscles in the 
body to relax, preventing 

heart attacks, diabetes, and 
stroke.  In his lecture, Ignarro 
stressed the importance of 
nitric oxide in the body.  
One may increase levels 
of nitric oxide in the body 
by maintaining a healthy 
weight, diet, and exercise.

In addition to 
treating chest pain, nitric 
oxide was later found 
useful for treating erectile 
dysfunctions, leading to the 
production of drugs, such 
as Viagra.  The nickname, 
“Father of Viagra,” has often 
been attributed to Ignarro.  
Although Ignarro dislikes 
the nickname, he jokes that 
while he had discovered the 
use of nitric oxide in 1986, he 
did not win the Nobel Prize 
until after the marketing of 
Viagra took off in 1998.

On October 14, 
1998,  Ignarro, Furchgott, 
and Murad won the Nobel 
Prize in medicine.  After 
receiving the prize, Ignarro 
met with President Bill 
Clinton and was invited to 
be on the NIH subcommittee 
to help manage the budget 
for research projects in the 
United States. There he 
fought to increase the budget 
for research and made a case 
for continued funding.

“Do you realize that 
only in America could the son 
of an uneducated carpenter 
receive the Nobel Prize in 
Medicine,” said Ignarro.  
“Unlike other countries, 
we have the money for the 
research.  Don’t take that 
money away from us.”

Students found him 
more entertaining than they 
expected.

“It was very 
informing,” said Sarah 
Alleyne, freshman biology 
major.  “I don’t have a huge 
chemistry background, but 
Ignarro managed to explain 
a complex topic in a simple 
way so that you could 
understand. I also thought 
he (Ignarro) did it in a very 
succinct and entertaining 
way, so I liked it a lot.”

Tanasha Gedeon, 
junior psychology pre-med 
major said, “I didn’t expect 
someone like him to be so 
funny and charismatic.”

When asked if he 
still researched, Ignarro was 
pleasantly honest. 

“These days,” said 
Dr. Ignarro.  “I read books 
and I drink a lot of wine.”

Staff Writers Makenzie 
Winter and Jimmy Cassidy 
contributed to this story

The Federalist Society—Fixing a 
Broken Congress

By Pablo bara-Garcia
Tower Contributor

On Wednesday, September 20th, the 
Law School at CUA was visited for the 
first time in its history by the Federalist 
Society for Law and Public Policy, 
an organization of conservatives and 
libertarians that share an interest in 
the current state of the legal system. 
The main topic of the visit was about 
the proper function of Congress 
under Article I of the Constitution, 
which states the powers and limits of 
Congress.

The Federalist Society’s overall 
mission is to reorder the priorities 
of the country’s legal system by 
emphasizing individual liberty, 
traditional values, and the rule of law.  
According to David S. Stonebrood, one 
of the two presenters and author of 
D.C. Confidential, the main problem 
with Congress is that they have “many 
dramas but few decisions”. He explains 
that the reason Congress has become 
so problematic is because they have 
handed over responsibilities for the 
nation’s failures to other government 
branches or agencies. 

Before the 1960s, Congress would 
take credit for the successes that 
occurred in the country and accept the 
blame for the failures. Soon, beginning 
with the Clean Air Act of 1970 and the 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
Congress began to recriminate 
assertions of the nation’s problems to 
the government agencies involved in 
the incidents. Nowadays, members of 
Congress have become experts in using 
certain “tricks”, as Stonebrood calls 
them, to get away with this behavior. 
These “tricks”, just like a magic trick 
performed by a magician, are used 
to deceive the public in order to keep 
their own reputations clean by shifting 
blame around. Stonebrood’s central 
message is essentially that Congress 
regularly evades the responsibility for 

the hard choices citizens elect them to 
make. 

The second presenter, Mr. Paul 
Taylor, who is the Chief Counsel of 
the House Judiciary Subcommittee on 
the Constitution and Civil Justice and 
author of over a dozen law review 
articles, discussed some of the long 
term trends currently taking place, 
along with their dangers. His main 
focus was on the dangers that the 
current government budget will have 
on the future generations, emphasizing 
specifically the problem of Social 
Security. He argues that mandatory 
spending issues such as Social Security 
are increasingly taking up a larger 
percentage of the federal budget.  This 
“non-stop train” will eventually lead 
to a total and chaotic collapse in our 
economy. 

To solve this, he argues that 
mandatory spending should constantly 
be revised by Congress, as if they were 
matters of discretionary spending, in 
order to create the best possible budget 
for that term.  When asked what he 
hopes to see in the future, Mr. Taylor 
answered, “Ideally, I would like to 
see more young people learn and 
understand about long term trends, 
especially since they are directly 
affected.” 

 When asked about their overall 
opinion of the presentation, one law 
student from CUA said, “They had 
good ideas. However, many people 
are ignorant of these things; it would 
be depressing if the situations talked 
about get worse.” 

Overall, the meeting was quite 
informative, and hopefully raised 
awareness of the problems going on 
in our Congress as well as the possible 
dangers that our generation could face 
in the years to come. 
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This Wednesday was yet another 
grassroots styled election cycle for 
the Student Government Association 
Senate here at the Catholic University 
of America. From posting the links 
to vote on social media to a univer-
sity email reminding those eligible 
to vote between certain time periods, 
students utilized their own demo-
cratic rights on their own devices or 
stationary computers provided by 
the university to carefully select one 
or more students qualified on the bal-
lot, or write in one or more students 
not shown on the ballot all online 
through the Nest’s main website. De-
spite our technological advancements 
with digital ballots, they way we still 
vote individual candidates, through a 
majority winner-take-all or plurality 
vote, is not representative of the stu-
dent population nor it does not offer 
students the ability to choose more 
choices instead of selecting only one 
or more on the official ballot. Because 
of the perplexing situation, colleges 
and universities across the country, 
including the University of Virginia, 
Cornell, Harvard, Carnegie Mellon, 
UC Berkeley, Duke, Vasser, and the 
University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County, have started to implemented 
a new as well as advanced voting sys-
tem called ranked choice voting or in-

stant runoff voting. Instead of voting 
for just one candidate on the ballot, 
voters can rank their candidates based 
on numerical preference. Your prima-
ry choice is counted for, however, if 
your first choice candidate does not 
make it to the other round, your other 
ranked candidates are counted for un-
til one candidate reaches a majority 
of the vote. Because of this particular 
system of voting, people, especially 
students here on campus, can have 
more options to choose from instead 
of a limited amount. If more students 
have more options, there are more 
likely to turn out to vote in nearly all 
or a good majority of direct student 
legislative and executive elections. 
That is why a strong recommendation 
to implement ranked choice voting 
during SGA elections are necessary 
in order to diversify our own student 
democracy on campus. John Quincy 
Adams once said, “Democracy, pure 
democracy, has at least its founda-
tion in a generous theory of human 
rights. It is founded on the natural 
equality of mankind. It is the corner-
stone of the Christian religion. It is the 
first element of all lawful government 
upon earth.” If the student commu-
nity seeks the message of our nation’s 
early president, we must diversify our 
democratic choices for the good.

Want to submit opinion pieces, poetry, or photography? 
 Email us at cuatower.quill@gmail.com

DISCLAIMER: The opinions represented in cartoons, letters to the editor, guest commentary, and signed columns are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of The Tower or the University. 
Editorials represent the view of the majority of The Tower’s Editorial Board, listed on page two of this issue.

A lot of controversy has sparked from mainly the right, but some on the 
left regarding the President’s most recent talks with Representative Nancy 
Pelosi and Senator Chuck Schummer regarding immigration reform, spe-
cifically DACA. For those of you who don’t know, never turn on your 
television, or go on Facebook, Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, or 
DACA, was put in place by former President Barack Obama by executive 
order to protect the children of immigrants entering the country illegally. 
These children, through no fault of their own, have made a home in this 
country and some are now college graduates and even veterans, which is 
why Obama made that decision to protect them. 
 The Trump Administration announced two weeks ago that in six 
months, DACA will be rescinded in its current form, but those already on 
the program will be given special consideration and will be reviewed on 
a case by case basis. Obviously, the White House sees the need for a pro-
gram to be put in place to continue to protect those who fit the criteria of 
DACA; the challenge is not to the program itself but rather the way it was 
implemented. Hence, the president’s and vice president’s meeting with 
Congressional Democratic leadership occurred. 
 Being involved in political life in this city can leave me very sour some-
times and often partisan. The trick is to realize how special CUA is as a 
campus, because even though politics can divide us, it doesn’t mean we 
lose respect for each other. 
 Last year, during the general election, my roommate was a Bernie 
Sanders supporter. I, on the other hand, was definitely not a supporter 
of him. Even though my roommate had a completely different political 
ideology than myself, we were able to remain friends. That is because we 
knew each other as human beings and therefore afforded the inherent 
dignity given to each of us by God. 
 This is the trick with political fights we see on the news. Both Senator 
Schummer and Representative Pelosi come from very highly immigrant 
populated constituencies and, as a result, know a great deal about the 
issue first hand. Not to mention they have considerably more legislative 
experience than the President. So why shouldn’t he be speaking with 
them? No, the White House will not get everything it wants out of a 
“deal” nor will Democratic Congressional leadership, but that is the key 
to compromise. 
 Simply because Schummer and Pelosi have a different political ideol-
ogy than the president, it doesn’t make them “the enemy” or “other.” The 
same goes for the ultra-left’s criticism of the President as a person. He’s 
a person and therefore deserves respect, which he should also afford to 
others, but that is another article for another day. 
 Schummer and Pelosi are people, with families and struggles in their 
lives the same as the president, vice president, and all of us. My room-
mate and I understood this. People I know on this campus who are politi-
cally active usually get this, so let’s influence everyone else. At the end of 
the day, we all have to answer to the same God, so let’s treat each other 
the way He would see fit. Keep talking and keep listening.

GuesT commenTary

Lauren Hand
class of 2018

By the Way, You 
have a Left & a 

Right Hand

Courtesy of Anthony Labonte - FilbertCartoons.com

rank The Vote

GuesT commenTary

alycia monaco
class of 2018

 The day that F.A.O. Schwarz closed its doors in July of 2015, I 
knew the retail industry was having trouble. The toy store, with 
its famous floor piano as seen in Big starring Tom Hanks, would 
become a part of New York City history. Around the corner on 
42nd street, Toys ‘R Us would remain open despite astronomical 
rent rates in the area.  (For those wondering, the big piano now 
has a place in the Herald’s Square Macy’s). 
 The Washington DC based company filed for bankruptcy 
earlier this week. Toys “R” Us originally named “Children’s 
Supermart” focused on selling baby supplies, and toys. It later 
evolved into what we know as Toys “R” Us. It’s location? 2461 
18th Street NW—some of you may know that as Madam’s Organ 
today. 
 After talking to my parents and grandparents about the bank-
ruptcy, we began to talk about the fond memories that my broth-
er and I had while we growing up. Each year we would pick out 
a toy during the holiday season. It was my dad, a small business 
owner, who told me that Toys “R” Us killed the ‘mom and pop’ 
toy stores back in the day. I immediately thought of Amazon. 
 “The online world has effectively destroyed brick and mor-
tar—as far as amazon goes,” said Anthony Monaco, my dad and 
president of a small marketing company. “The convenience of 
clicking a button and having it delivered to your house is out-
weighing the inconvenience of going to brick and mortar stores.” 
 While bankruptcy does not mean it’s the end, I thought the 
conversation I had with my family was interesting. Amazon has 
become a power giant in many industries: books, clothes, home 
décor, media stream, and even food. Where does the power end? 
And is there the same thrill of buying online as going to pick out 
something in the store? 
 It is important to note that the rise of technology is not the rea-
son for Amazon’s success. While it is scary to see the power they 
are gaining, it is certainly well deserved. The convenience to the 
customer is why Amazon succeeds, and will continue to succeed. 
The days of retail as we know have been dwindling, and Toys 
“R” Us just happens to be the next to succumb to Amazon—a 
company that is considering the needs of the modern consumer.  

Corporate Killed The 
Retail Superstar

Wanna submit funny cartoons 
and comics? Email us at 

cuatower.quill@gmail.com
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 This Saturday, September 23 
the annual Capital Fest will be 
held at CUA’s campus! Very 
exciting weekend to be a cardi-
nal, the bands the Plain White 
T’s and CRUISR will be per-
forming in what is believed to 
be the most exciting Capital 
Fest in a long time here at 
Catholic. Plain White T’s with 
their all-time classic “Hey There 
Delilah” has the CUA commu-
nity pumped to enjoy a night of 
good music, food and vibes! 
 “This year, we decided to 
change up what we have done 
in the past with Capital Fest. 
We thought choosing a “throw-
back” band would be fun & dif-
ferent, plus a great way to give 
the entire CUA campus some 
serious middle school nostal-
gia,” said Megan Riley, a pro-

grammer of the event. 
  As a fairly-well known band, 
the Plain White T’s are an excit-
ing guest to be hosted here in 
our campus! This has many 
fans of the band excited and on 
their toes to attend a concert of 
the band right here at Catholic. 
CUA student, Veronica Nolla, a 
fond follower of the band, told 
The Tower how exciting it is for 
her that the Plain White T’s will 
perform on her campus!
 “I feel excited because they’re 
a pretty classic band and “Hey 
there Delilah” is one of my 
old time favorite songs!” Nolla 
said. 
 Besides the fact that a pretty 
well-known band is perform-
ing, there will be famous food 
trucks from around the DC area 
in the festival. The food trucks 
that are going to be attending 

the event include one of our 
cardinal favorite’s, Swizzler, 
DC Slices, Holy Crepes, Orange 
Cow & Big Cheese. This is a 
great opportunity to taste local 
food truck businesses and also 
to be a part of the community 
you will grow with in your col-
lege years.
 “We also wanted to expand 
the food truck aspect of Capital 
Fest as well; this year we’re add-
ing tables & some decorations 
to give it a casual “Truckeroo” 
vibe.” Riley said, with regards 
to the overall intention of the 
trucks with the theme they are 
meant to deliver. Not only this, 
but this is one of the first times 
there are so many food truck 
options on a campus event! 
 About 250 plus guests are 
expected at campus to enjoy a 
moonlight lit concert with folky 

music. The doors open at 7 pm 
but the concert will start at 8ish, 
according to Program Board’s 
information. The concert is free 
for CUA students and it will be 
held in the McMahon lot.  
 “We’ll have lawn games, a 
photo booth, & CRUISR will be 
selling merch throughout the 
concert!” Riley said, revealing 
other surprises and cool finds 
amongst the event.
 So, get your concert spirit 
going and attend this magical 
event. Let’s show the bands 
what a Cardinal welcome 
feels like and be the cheeri-
est audience these performers 
have experienced. This is the 
perfect opportunity to gather 
with friends, enjoy campus and 
have a great evening to close 
the week and welcome another 
one. 

By: Daniela Sol 
Tower Staff

The Sistine Chapel Choir Visits CUA!
By: Brittany Young 
Tower Staff

 The Sistine Chapel Choir visited Catholic and 
the Basilica of the National Shrine for the first 
time in more than three decades on Wednesday, 
September 20th. The “Pope’s Choir” brought CUA 
students, faculty, D.C. residents, and some note-
worthy politicians (including Newt Gingrich) 
together for a wonderful evening of choral music. 
 The ethereal atmosphere, a combination of pure 
vocal sound and echo bouncing off the stone walls, 
certainly complimented by the excellent acoustics 
of the Basilica, made for a performance that was 
quite memorable. Selections included traditional 
pieces by Giovanni Palestrina (such as Sicut Cervus 
and the jubilant Exsultate Deo), Gregorio Allegri 
(Miserere), and a haunting encore by Monteverdi.
 The Tower had the unique opportunity to inter-
view one of the Sistine Chapel Choir singers, 
Giuseppe Dalli Cardillo, as well as     the con-
ductor of the choir himself, Maestro Massimo 
Palombella. Cardillo gave a wealth of information 
and informed us  that the Choir is in fact on tour, 
a rarity as the group has many responsibilities at 
their home in St. Peter’s Basilica and rarely has the 
time for such travels. After performing in New 
York and now in Washington D.C., the choir will 
next perform in Detroit before they head back 
home to Rome. 
 After being asked about his experience so far  
 in Washington D.C., Palombella told the Tower 
about another reason for the group’s extended 
travels.
  “We come to evangelize,” Palombella said. The 

group presents extremely beautiful music, but its 
mission and most important goal is to deliver a 
message from the Catholic Church. The Sistine 
Chapel Choir is truly on a mission to spread the 
Good News around the world, specifically through 
the medium of sacred music. 
On a lighter note, when asked about his frequent 
interactions with Pope Francis, Palombella happily 
said that working with the Pope “is never work,” 
confirming that the pontiff is indeed as friendly 
and agreeable behind the scenes as he appears on 
screen. 
 When requested to compare the acoustics of 
the Basilica of the National Shrine to that of Saint 
Peter’s Basilica in Rome, Palombella gave an 
entertainingly unusual response to the Tower. 

According to him, St. Peter’s was: “Originally built 
for celebration alone,” he said. And therefore its 
acoustics are not ideally suited to choral music. 
In fact, Palombella prefers the sound inside the 
Basilica of the National Shrine! However, when in 
Rome, Palombella opts to perform in the Sistine 
Chapel, a suitable choice for the Sistine Chapel 
Choir. 
 We thank the Sistine Chapel Choir for visiting 
us, and Giuseppe and Maestro for answering our 
questions making the experience so much better! 
Stay tuned to The Tower’s Arts and Entertainment 
column for more upcoming musical events and 
opportunities in and around campus.

Capital Fest 2017 Preview 

CourTESy of  AmAzon.Com

CourTESy of  CATholiC univErSiTy 

Want to write for A&E? 
 Email the Editor of A&E Daniela Sol at 67sol@cua.edu! 
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The scoreboard showed a 
much closer game than what 
was actually played as the CUA 
Cardinals held off the Randolph-
Macon Yellow Jackets to win 
25-20 this past weekend. The 
Saturday, September 16th win 
at Cardinal Stadium brings 
the team’s record to 2-1 before 
they debut in the NEWMAC 
Conference against MIT. The 
win is the team’s second straight 
upset, with Randolph-Macon 
standing as the reigning ODAC 
Champions. 
 Catholic was the first team 

to find the scoreboard as they 
faced off against its former 
ODAC foe. The defense set the 
tone for the game on the Yellow 
Jackets’ first drive, with senior 
defensive end and captain Pat 
Vidal forcing a crucial 3rd down 
fumble on Randolph-Macon’s 
own 26-yard line. Sophomore 
quarterback Alejandro Ros took 
over immediately for his team, 
capitalizing on the turnover on 
a 21-yard run followed by a 
4-yard run to bring the team 
to edge of the endzone. Junior 
tailback Nick Esposito punched 

in the game’s first score on an 
acrobatic dive over the pile up 
on the goal line.
 Both sides of the ball were 

firing on all cylinders for the 
Cards as they faced off against 
their former ODAC rival. Ros 
had a monster day for the home 
team, passing for 265 yards 
and connecting with 6 differ-
ent receivers for 3 touchdowns.  
Ros also lead the team in rush-
ing with 52 yards on 6 carries. 
 The Catholic defense con-

tinued to frustrate the Yellow 
Jackets for most of the game, 
keeping their opponents score-
less for the first 37 minutes of 
the game. The team racked up 4 
sacks, 2 fumbles with 2 recover-
ies, 2 interceptions, 6 deflected 
passes, and 6 tackles for loss. 
They were led by Vidal, who 
added to his impressive senior 
year with 11 tackles, 3.5 for loss, 
3 sacks, a forced fumble and 
recovery, as well as breaking 
up one pass. His performance 
earned him his second straight 
NEWMAC Defensive Athlete of 
the Week award. 
 First year head coach Mike 

Gutelius is more than pleased 
with the performance of his 
team, especially on the defen-

sive side of the ball. 
“We work very hard at empha-

sizing the game-changing 
nature of forcing turnovers and 
this team has really taken that 
message to heart. Our defensive 
coordinator, coach Bachman, 
has had terrific plans for our 
last 2 opponents and I am look-
ing forward to seeing how well 
we execute the next game plan 
against MIT,” Gutelius said. 
“With that said, our offense 
improved by a large margin as 
well and that is also vital to our 
growth as a program.”
 Cornerback Isaiah Snead was 

another standout performer for 
the defense, by breaking up two 
potential Yellow Jackets touch-
downs. The first came on an 
impressive pick in the endzone, 
followed by a broken up pass 
to save the game for the Cards. 
The junior finished the day 
with 2 interceptions, 2 break-
ups and 3 tackles, earning him 
D3football.com National Team 
of the Week honors. 
 The team continued its dom-

inance into the second half, 
when Randolph-Macon made 
a late push by scoring halfway 
through the third and twice in 
the fourth quarter. Scoring their 

third touchdown in the game 
late with only 2:18 to play,  the 
Yellow Jackets attempted an 
onside kick which failed when 
junior hands team member 
Andrew Lunarola caught the 
line drive kick to seal the game.
 The Cards make their 

NEWMAC debut next week as 
they host the MIT Engineers at 
Cardinal Stadium on Saturday, 
September 23rd. The game will 
conclude the Cards’ three game 
home stretch. The team has 
won their last two and have 
had strong showings in each, 
but they remain wary of their 
opponents. 
 “Opening with a premier 

school like MIT highlights 

many of the reasons we are glad 
to be a part of the NEWMAC,” 
Gutelius said. “As to this game 
specifically, MIT is a tough pro-
gram. Just a couple of years 
ago they were undefeated and 
made it to the 2nd round of 
the national playoffs. They have 
some very talented young men 
that are going to force us to 
play our best to have a chance. 
However, one of the lessons we 
are driving home this season 
is that success lies in worrying 
about improving yourself, and 
consequently the team. So our 
focus is on us, not our oppo-
nent.”

CUA CARDINALS 
Upcoming 

Events

at Susquehanna                    Sat., Sept. 23                1:00 PM 

By Jared Prenda
Tower Staff

Interested in Writing 
for Sports?

email: 
prenda@cua.edu

CUA Fooball Defeats Randolph-Macon 25-20

at Stevenson                      Sat., Sept. 23                1:00 PM                   

Field Hockey

Women’s Soccer

Women’s Volleyball

at Salisbury                       Wed., Sept. 27              4:00 PM

Susquehanna                     Sat., Sept. 23               3:00 PM                  

Susquehanna                        Sat., Sept. 23              12:30 PM

at St. Mary’s (Md.)             Sat., Sept. 23               3:00 PM                        

Men’s Soccer

CUA Volleyball Wins a Five Set Thriller

cuacaRdinalS.cOm 

The defense celebrating after one of 4 forced turnovers.

at St. Mary’s (Md.)                 Wed., Sept. 27               4:00 PM

The Catholic University Lady Card’s Women’s 
Volleyball team pulled out an impressive 5-set 
home win last night over the Frostburg State 
University Bobcats. The win brings the team’s 
overall record 9-6 on the year, but they are 4-1 
at the Raymond A. Dufour center. 
 The opening set of the matchup was an 

excellent indicator for how hard fought the 
rest of the competition would be. The two 
sides traded points all the way throughout the 
match, with neither side gaining more than a 3 
point advantage over the other. The Cardinals 
were eventually victorious when they strung 
together 4 straight points to win 26-24.
 Senior setter Michelle Seals had an impres-

sive outing for the Birds, with the 4-year start-
er recording a double-double of 46 assists and 
11 digs. The team co-captain’s performance 
brought her to to 464 assists on the year as she 
chases her 4th straight year of 1,000+ assists.
 The team got off to a much slower start in 

the second set as the Frostburg team was able 
to pull away and win the set 25-15. The Cards 
were able to bounce back however in the third 
set to win 25-17. The team dropped the fourth 
set 25-20 to force the game to final, deciding 
5th set. 
 Seals remarked on her team’s performance 

in such a tightly contested match.
 “It was a mentally exhausting game because 

Frostburg was an aggressive, fast, and smart 
team. We had to mix things up a lot,” Seals 
said. “But we stuck with it and pushed 
through, eventually being able to outplay and 
outsmart them.” 
 The team was lead by impressive efforts 

from hitters Amy O’Connor and Maria Cristina 
Juelle, with the senior classmates both record-

ing 16 kills. The pair was instrumental in seal-
ing the game for CUA, with Juelle recording 4 
kills in the final set. O’Connor hit a rocket to 
give the Birds a 12-9 lead in the 5th set which 
sparked 3 straight Frostburg attacking errors 
to give the Cards the win. 
 “It was definitely a night of comebacks for 

our team,” said Seals, a California bay native. 
“We came from behind in the first set to win 
it, came back after losing the 2nd set, and came 
back to win the 5th. Of course we’d prefer to 
not have to always come back, but we have a 
fairly young team this year, so it was great to 
have veterans of the volleyball program and 
newbies come together and push through.”
 The team returns to action this weekend as 

they play a Saturday, September 23rd double 
header on the road against Stevenson and St. 
Mary’s in Maryland. The team looks to carry 
the momentum from such a hard fought match 
with them into the weekend as they face two 
tough matchups. The team also faced a great 
adversity in their home court, as Frostburg 
supporters well outnumbered those of CUA 
and brought the noise to the Dufour Center.
They return to home action next Wednesday, 

September 27th as they face rival McDaniel. 
The game will serve as much more than 
a rivalry however, since the team plans to 
use the game as a fundraiser to help those 
impacted by the effects of Hurricanes Maria 
and Irma. Four members of the team are from 
either Puerto Rico or the Miami area that 
were both greatly impacted by the storms. 
Furthermore, the team will be holding a bake 
sale from Monday through Wednesday next 
week to further help the cause. 

cuacaRdinalS.cOm 

Senior amy O’connor recording one of her 16 kills in the win .

MIT                              Sat., Sept. 23                12:00 PM 

Football

McDaniel                             Wed. Sept. 27                 7:00 PM                         

at Mary Washington             Tue., Sept. 26                4:00 PM 

By Jared Prenda
Tower Staff
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Are you a business 
student? 

Looking for sales 
experience? 

The Tower could use you 
to help!
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66ferraro@cua.edu

Interested in advertising?
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CUA GLOBE TROTTERS
Are you studying abroad right now and have a

 story or moment to share? Maybe you want to hear about your friends 
studying in a foreign country? Submit a piece to Globe Trotters! 

Email jcassidy@cuatower.com

TOP TWEETS FROM 
CUA 

Your CUA-related tweet could be 
featured here on the backpage! 

Here are the rules:

Make your twitter account 
public, then use any and 

all #CUA related hashtags. 
Your tweet could end up here!

Your ad could be here!! 

*HILARIOUS ATTENTION GETTER*

Student organizations, campus events, local businesses? 
Come one come all. 
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